



Heath to address U.S. legislators 

LONDON (AP) — Former British Prime Minister Edward Heath said 
Soiiday he would Sy to Washingtoo later ihisweek to give evidence on the 
Gulf to U.S. Congress* Armed Services Gominittee. The former 
CoDsei^tive premier, ^lo secured freedom for 33 British na tio nals after 
talks with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in BagtKlad io October, said we 
would ^ **to impress upon the American Congress that there is an 
aitematiye to war in the Gulf." Heath has uiged a negotiated settlenient 
of tim oi^ in the Golf, where U.S.-led multinatkmal foioe has been 
massing ^nce Iraq's Aug. 2 invasioD of Kuwait. Heath said the 
cmnmittee's invitation encouraged him, "because it is a clear 
mdicaiiOQ of their willingness to Hstra to those of us who have been 
OKOuragiog d^lomatic initiadves from d» start.” Heath said he believed 
it was the first such invttadon extended to a noa-Amerkan by the 
committee, which has been assessing the United States’ tole in foe Gulf. 
Heath said he would fly to Washington Wedn es day and gyc evidence to 
the committee Thnrsday morning. He visited Iraq in October. The 
govemmem discouraged his visit. 
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Clasiws ^ ^ 

TYRE, Lffbanon (Ageadea) — Palestinian gpeixiBas peamrixed d^ 
into Isred*! “securiiy rone" in South Lebanon and hn t fle d wUitanen 

troops Sundaqf, police reported. Th^ saU three gncnflhs were loflw 8“ 
two Ta-«»K soldicn were wotUKled in overnigbt fighting near the vul ^ of 
Marwahine, about one kSometre nortit of the tsrae& border. Othw 
somocs said cnenfllas of Ac Democretic Fkoot for the' Lfoentioa of 
Palestine (DFLP) fought an bndi fona for several horn Sunday nw 
j aamiy th, three kOometres east of Maiwahinc. They said the gsenifla 

wag hwtd m g for Israri when it was spot t ed and later e fr e to d ^^ about 
50 soUSets, some of srixmi wcre_ flown ty beSoiplBn to tim area. 
Tim two reports were a p p ar eirtly leferring to the same dadies in aa aira 
between Ramiyoh and Marwahine. A DFLP aptrisesman in DeUiii said 

fi ghttiig w««iHinTnpng between one of ip sqmdeaiid-foracKtfQOtia buy he 

had no ftuther de tails . 
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Iraq offers dates 
to Soviet people 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, a lead- 
ing prodnoer of dates, said Sun- 
day it had offered the Soviet 
Union 500 tonnes of dates as a 
gift from the Iraqi people. The 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted the bead of the Iraqi Red 
Crescent Society, Ibrahiin A1 
Nouii, as saying die offer "stem- 
med from the spirit of the con- 
ventiona] friend^up between the 
two people.” The Soviet Union 
is experiencing severe food sbor- 
j tages. Nonri said the Soviet au- 
' thorities had been informed of 
the offer bat did not say if it was 
accepted or how the dales would 
be shipped from Iraq, which is 
now nnder an economic block- 
ade. 

Qatar receives 
Iranian message 

NICOSIA (R) — Qatari roler 
Sheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad AI 
Thani received a message Sun- 
day from Iranian Presic^t Aii 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani on 
the Gulf crisis. The Qatari News 
Agency (QNA) said the message 
was delivered by Iram'an Foreign 
NGnister Ali Akbar Velayati, 
who arrived eariier Sunday on a 
brief vist to Doha. Velayati 
} later left for Oman. The agency 
said the message dealt vrith *’de-> 
velopmenP in the tense situation 
in the Gulf region... and ways to 
ensure the security and stability 
of the region and the prevention 
of such an aggression through 
joint understanding among re- 
gional countries.” 

Mitchell ‘grateful’ to 
Egypt 

CAIRO (AF) — Senate major- 

H;ity leader Grorge hfitchell said 

^'Sunday he conveyed to Egypt 

America's appreciation of 

a Cairo's stand in the Gulf crisis 
• 

1! and accused Iraq of adding to a 
* "series of mistakes and iniscal- 
^ culations.” Mitdiell, of Maine, 

* is beading a tour of the region by 
‘ seven Democratic senators. The 
i group has been to Saudi Arabia 
where it held talks with King 
' Fahd and visited U.S. troops. 

* “We expressed on behalf of foe 
^ U.S. Smiate all America’s grati- 
I tude to foe Egyptian govem- 
I ment for iP solidity and snp- 
^ port.” Mitchell said after a meet- 
^ ing with Foreign NGnister Esmat 
P Abdul M^uid. “The American 
^ people appreciated the dose 
^ friendship between the two 
> ^ countries, the stea^ and strong 
■ b support for American polity in 
^tiiis region.” 

Tories lose 
^ground to Labour 

I LONDON (R) — Britain’s nil- 
* ing Conservatives, who saw their 
pupularity over the opposition 
Labour Party soar to double 
I figures after Margaret Thatdi- 
ePs resignation last month, has 
■ narrow^ to four poinB, accord- 
ing to a new opinion polL A 
Harris survey published in the 
^ Observer newspaper on Sunday 
* gave the Conservatives 44 per 
cent. Labour 40, the centrist 
Liberal Democrat 10 and the 
environmentalist Greens three. 

Czechs resume 

Beirut flights 

BEIRUT (AP) — The Czechos- 
lovak airline CSA resumed 
fiigbP to Beirnt Sunday after a 
three-year suspension. The 
move i^ected the improvement 
in security conditions following 
the reunificatiofl of the city after 
the withdrawal of warring mili- 
tias from Beintl and their re- 
placement by re^lar army 
tioqs. GvQ aviation sources 
^ said a CSA Tupokv jet can^^g 
k 65 passengers landed at Bmiut 
earfy Sun^y. 

Egyptian dissident 
said in New York 

NEW YORK (AP) — An 
Egptian Islamic leader who is on 
a list of people with ties to 
‘terrorists” is living in a New 
York mosque where the aocosed 
killer of rabbi Meir Kahane once 
worshipped, a newspaper re- 
ported. The New York Thnes 
said in Sunday editions that 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
blind and in iO health, is the 
spiritual leader of the Farouq 
Majid, the mosque in the 
borough of Brooklyn where 
Abdul Rahman is staying. 
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Benjedid in Cairo after Beirut 


ri f daMVMAVl^Vs Syrian statement says only interaatioaal solution possibie in Gulf 

umwm HIL CAIRO (Agencies) — Algerian An official Syrian statement Syria and Lebancm. “peaceful settlement through 

President Giadli Benjedid ar- said in Damascus th«f Presdent An official statement issued Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait 
rived here Sunday on a short Hafez Ai Assad and Benjedid after Beaojefod^ left Damascus and the reins tatiog of the 

m visit for t?ll« wifo President agreed that an A^ solution to said Iraq's withdrawal from Kow^ government to avoid 

H Hosni Mnbarak on prospects for the crisis was no longer possible Kuwait was imperative to avoid antic ip a t e d big t^^efoes to the 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — The 
commander of American forces 
in the Gulf said Sunday that an 
all-ont war with Iraq might last 
more than six montiis. 

’Tm not going to bold any- 
thing back,” Gmieral Norman 
Scbwaizko^ told reporters in 
the Saudi Arabian capital 
Rijradh. He said he did not 
envision a protracted war. 

But he warned that “it's going 
to be a tough fight” and “you 
can always get in a stalemate.” 

“I can't say it won't last more 
than six montiis,” said foe gener- 
al, who will command a force of 
more than 400.000 in foe Gulf by 
next month. 

Proposals for “last chance” 
talks between Iraq and the Un- 
ited States remained stalled over 
dates Sunday. The U.N. Secur- 
ity Council's Jan. 15 deadline for 
an Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
is just a month away. 

Iraq declared yet again that it 
would never withdraw from 
Kuwait and pushed forward pre- 
parations for war. 


The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said senior government officials 
met dvfl defence chiefs Sunday 
to discuss emergency plans “to 
prepare their ministries to face 
foreign threats against Iraq.” 

Interior Minister Sameer 
Mohammad Abdul Wahab told 
foe meeting that every citizen 
should know his duties and re- 
sponsibilities in foe field of civil 
defence and implement instruc- 
tions precisely. 

“This preparedness by Iraqis 
forms a deterrent factor against 
all those who tty to harm the 
security and srdety of Iraq, 
whidi stands firmly against im- 
perialist and Zionist chal- 
lenges,” foe minfeter said. 

AI Tliawra, the newspaper of 
Iraq’s rni^ Baatii Party, said in 
an editorial that “Iraq is deter- 
mined to stick to its national and 
historic right. 

“There will not be any going 
back on its eternal 'decision to 
get Kuwait — its 19th province 
— back to its people and oii^ns 
in Iraq.'' 


Rear A dmira l Riley Nfixson, 
commander of foe U.S. navy’s 
Red Sea task force, told repor- 
ters that by Jan. 15 there will be 
three U.S. carrfers in the Red 
Sea and three in the Gulf. 

Each carries about 70 war- 
planes. With two on active doty 
and one in reserve on each side 
of the Arabian Peninsula, iqi to 
280 aircraft will be lined up to 
raid Iraqi targets at any one 
time. 

“It's certainly no better than a 
fifty-fifty chance for peace and 
maybe a little worse than that,”. 
Mixson said on the aircraft car- 
rier John F. Kennedy. 

Iraqi Presideat SwAtam Hossein 
said Saturday he was ready to dis{riay 
“pc^itical flexibility” as a diapm* 
with Washington over dates 
threatened to undermine the prop- 
osed U.S.-Ira'-w ^ ’ 

Speaking ' A group' **<nic 
derg3mien ai peologiBDS, Sa,. ' 
(fid not spell f what exac^ he w 

offering to : * war. but inristed he 

wouldnoti ' jmise on a demand 

I 

(Contir<ued on page 5) 
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Israelis to expel 4 Gazans, 
plan more expulsions 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Defence 
hfinister Moshe Arens said Sun- 
day he would fight Palestinian 
priests by expelling Palestinian 
leaders and rejected U.S. 
opposition to the expulsion of 
four Palestinians. 

But the Islamic fundamental- 
ist group Hamas, which dainied 
responsibifi^ for the stabbing to 
death of three Israelis in Tel 
Aviv Friday, rushed out a new 
underground leaflet calling for 
renew^ attacks against Israeli 
targets. 

As positions hardened on both 
rides, troops shot dead a Palesti- 
nian ovemi^ as he s^nayed 
nationalist slogans on a wall in 
foe occupied Gaza Strip town of 
Rafah, residents said. 

Curfews confined some 
^.000 Gazans to their homes, 
and a naval blockade stopped 
fishermen from launching fomr 
boats. 

The Arab Lawyers Associa- 
tion in Gaza set up a committee 
to fight the expulsion orders and 
was submitted the ^ipeal later 
Snnd^. Israel Radio said. Tbe 
four can appeal to a military 
tribunal and to the supreme 
court. 

Israel resurrected its con- 
troversial expulsion policy after 
a Ifinnonfo break and ordered 


Israel fac^ strong Palestinian 
resistance, Arabiyat says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House Speaker Ab^ Latif Ara- 
biyat Simday described the ex- 
pulsion by the Israeli occupation 
anthorities of Palestiniaiis from 
the occupied territories as an 
organised process. 

“The Isr^li anthorities have 
always resorted to such mea- 
sures whenever they were faced 
wifo solid positions and strong 
resistance by foe Palestinian 
people under fomr occupation,” 
Axabiyat told Petra. 

Commenting on the latest 
Israeli move to expel four 
Palestinians from the Gaza 
Strip, Arabiyat said: “The 
Israelis always take such inhu- 
man and immoral measures, 
afoiefa are in violatim ci interna- 
tional legitimacy because they 
receive the full backing aS 
aggressive foreign forces as well 


foe expulsions in tbe face of 
liring public anxiety about Arab 
attach, and demands by right- 
wing politicians for a harsh 
cradtdowtt. 

Security forces hunted for sns- 
pects in Friday’s IdlHng and foe 


as foe biased U.S.” 

“The Palestiman resistance is 
no longer restricted to foe occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
but has spread to the Arab terri- 
toiies h^ smee 1948,” be said. 

Arabiyat said Europe was tbe 
first party hard hit by the Amer- 
ican policy in tbe region. This 
has been clearly felt and re- 
fiected in statements issued by 
various European Communi^ 
meetings, he said. 

Arabiyat said that tbe House 
^jpreciates the full understand- 
iji^ of the EC of the ritnation in 
the r^on. “We in th« region 
view wifo full appreciation the 
true European move towards 
safegnarding the cennmon in- 
terests in the region and prevent- 
ing international hegemony,” be 
s^. 


army said about 600 Palestinians 
were arrested in a swcxrp on 
Hamas activists. 

Ih Tel Aviv, polra reportedly 
rounded up Palestinian workers 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordanian official scoffs at 
Israeli bids for bilateral talks 


By P.V. VivekaiiaiK] 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Jorda- 
nian official has categorically 
rejected calls by Israel for bi- 
lateral negotiations over water 
sharing and some aspects of 
foe territorial dispute between 
foe Kingdom and foe Jewish 
state saying all such negotia- 
tions should come only within 
foe framewoik of a compre- 
hensive solution to the ftih- 
damental Arafahlsraeli conflict 

“What they axe seeking is 
bilateral talks with us, and we 
are not prepared to do so 
ontside the umbrella of an 
international peace oonferenoe 
on foe Nfiddle East wifo the 
participation of foe United Na- 
tions Security Council and all 
parties involved In foe Arab- 
Israeli conflict, inclnding the 
Paiestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO),” the official said. 

“Tliere is nothing for Jordan 
to discuss wifo ts^l at this 
point in fone in foe absence of 
an intemaziona] conference,” 
reaffirmed tiie official, refer- 
ring to recent calk by Iriaeli 
officials for talks with Jordan 
on sharing tbe region’s water 
resources. 


“Indeed tiiere axe purely 
Jordanian-Israeli dimensions 
of foe conflict, but we are not 
ready to initiate any discusp 
simis with Iriael until and un- 
less foe Palestinian-Israeli 
dimensioDs — the roots of the 
conflict — are addressed,” 
said tile official, who spoke to 
the Jordan Times on condition 
anonymity. 

“The Isra^ axe seeking to 
sfdinter foe overall conflict and 
arrive at bilateral solutiotis 
without solving foe Palestiinan 
problem,” tlK official said. 
“This is an old game, and we 
are not williag to play.** 

Tbe official also aocosed 
Israel of encroaching furtber 
into the Kingdom's territory, 
beyond foe 1967 ceasefire 
lines. 

“Th^ have been moving 
steadily and slowly farther into 
Jordaitian territory over tbe 
years,” he said. *Tn AI Hunma 
area in foe north, they moved 
in as much as six kilometres. In 
efiea, they have moved for- 
ward Che ceasefire line be- 
tween the two sides.” 

WtQi tite additional temtory 
■ occupied in the 1967 war, 
apart from Arab Jerusalem, 
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip 


and the Golan Heights, over 
600 kflometres of Jo rdanian 
tenitoiy are under Iriaeli oon- 
tnd, aooortfing to the official. 

Aoemding to a U.N. source, 
the United Nations Truce 
Observers (UNTSO) vriio su- 
pervise foe armistice between 
Jordan and Israel “axe aware 
of tbe (Israeli) encroaduneut 
and they have raised foe issue, 
fonnally and informally, wifo 
foe Israefis.” 

“Every time, the Israelis re- 
ject the charge and challenge 
the observera to prove foe 
encroadunent -tiizou^ geog- 
raphical evidence,” said one 
source. “It is a very difficult 
task, in view of foe nature of 
the terrain and in the absence 
of a definitely ontiined de- 
marcation line with geogr 
rajAical features,” foe source 
added. 

According to the Jordanian 
official, brael should 
issues related to water resources 
in foe occupied teirifories with 
ibe Palestinian peo|Ae. 

“If the Israelis are seeking 
to involve Jordan in tallcB over 
water resources in the West 


(Continued on page 4) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Algerian 
President Giadli Benjedid ar- 
rived here Sunday on a short 
visit for talks wifo Presideat 
Hosni Mnbarak on prospects for 
a peaceful settlement of tbe Gnlf 
crisis. 

After greeting him at the air- 
port, Mubarak escorted foe visi- 
tor to the Kobba guest palace 
where he will be staying during 
his 24-hour virit, the second 
since August when he came to 
attend an emergency Arab snm- 
mit OD Iraq’s invasiou of Kuwait. 

Tbe two presidents are ex- 
pected to hold formal talks Mon- 
day. 

Benjedid's arrival Sunday 
came amid r^xnts from Syria 
indicating that the Algerian 
leader was losing hope for an 
Arab solution to the Gulf crisis. 

Giraud: 

Iraq has 
no atomic 


capons 


F-'VS (Agencies) — Former 
‘ Ia De^ce Nfimster Andre 

mud Sunday branded as “a 
jKal lie” daims that Iraq has 
nuclear weapons or is on the 
point of acquiring them. 

“On this paitionlar point Fm 
sufficiently competent and suffi- 
ciently informed to say tins is a 
total lie. Iraq has no nuclear 
weapons and there is no risk of 
Iraq acquiring nuclear weapons 
in coming years,” be said on 
French radio. 

Giraud, who was speaking on 
Radio Monte Carlo, had the 
defence portftriio in the 1986-88 
conservative government after 
top managerial posts in Fhmoe’s 
oQ and nuclear industries. 

He said war against Iraq 
would be a {notraoed affeir. 

“It would be a grave error to 
underestimate, in particular, Ira- 
qi ground troops who are 
apparently dug into defences in 
Kuwait which wOl be extremely 
(fiffiadx to penetrate,” he said. 

“Those who talk of a K ^tning 
war based on air stiikK are 
dreaming, I believe.” 

Giraud, a member of foe 
centre-right Republican Party, 
eiqreessed astontehmmxt at Presi- 
dent George Bnsfa’s refill to 
send Secretary of State James 
Baker to meet Presideat Saddam 
Hussein Jan. 12. 

■ Tt wasn’t so long ago that 
President Bush himself sug- 
gested Secretary of State Baker 
meet Saddam Hussein between 
Dec. 15 and Jan. 15,” the date 
set by the United Nations for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait or 
face war. 

“A few days ago he (Bnrii) 
(fisoovered that Jan. 12 was no 
longer an acceptable date. This 
is amazmg,” Giraud said. 

The fonner defence ministeT 
was among those who criticised 
President Pranems Mrtterraxid 
for seixling Ftendi troops to join 
U.S.-dominated forces in Saudi 
Arabia, saying tint not enough 
had bera done to seek a n^oti- 
ated solution to the Golf crisis. 

London's Sunday Times said 
Iraq could have nudear capabS- 

ity next year or tin year afitt, at 
least tinec years nearer than 

(Continiied on page 5) 


An official Syrian statement 
said in Damascus tint Preadent 
Hafez Ai Assad and Benjedid 
agreed that an A^ solution to 
tbe crisis was no longer possible 
and that foe only recourse was 
for Iraq to abi^ United 
Nations resohitioiis ««nmg for a 
complete withdrawal from 
I^zwait. There was no confirma- 
tion of the S 3 Trian report from 
tbe Algerian side however. 

Benjedid began a tour last 
week atteoqMixig to promo te a 
peace worked out by Arab lead- 
ers, but the effort foundered 
when King Fahd of Saudi AraUa 
made it be would not meet 
with Iraqi Prerident Saddam 
Hussein unless he b^ms with- 
drawing from Kuwait. 

The Algerian leader visited 
Jordan, Iran, Oman and 


Syria and Lebancm. 

An official statement issued 
after Benjefod left Damascus 
said Iraq's withdrawal from 
Kuwait was imperative to avoid 
a tragedy in foe region. 

“The two presidents analysed 
thoroughly the Arab situation 
and agre^ that after the de- 
velopments in the Gulf crisis, foe 
posabifities of achieving a sohi- 
tiOQ separate from an interna- 
tional settiement have faded,” 
tile statement said. 

“It has become i m possible, 
after the passage of time and the 
passing al internalional (U.N.) 
resolutions, to find a sotutkm 
except within the framewmk of 
an international settlement,” tbe 
statement said. 

Tbe statement said both presi- 
dents affirmed their desire for a 


“peaceful settlement through 
Ii^’s withdrawal from Kuwait 
and the reinstating of the 
Kuwaiti government to avoid 
anticipate big trs^edtes to tbe 
region and Iraq.” 

“This is why it is very knpw- 
tant diat Iraq takes the initiative 
to withchaw from Kuwait in 
order to serve foe nalioiia! Arab 
int er e s ts, and in respon s e to tixe 
appeal of afi the loyal voices,” 
the statement aiided. 

“On the Axab-lsradi oonfBct, 
it has been stre ss ed on that tins 
issue is the core of Arab con- 
ccm. It has been also agreed on 
tiie xnqiortaxice of intensifytng 
efforts to imptement tbe interna- 
tional resolutions related to tins 
sifoject, and in a way to secure 

(Continued on page S) 


Algerian leader, despite setback, 
expected to continue mission 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Jordan Thnes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Arab officials 
and analysts still see hope in 
tbe suooess of Algez^ Preri- 
dent Chadli Benjedid’s misp 
sion to e:q>lore the basis of an 
Arab solution to the Giilf cri- 
sis despite failure so far of 
efforts to bting aboot a top- 
level Iraqi-Saudi Arabian 


Muscat and Damascus, went 
to Beiiixt Sunday to cixifeT 
with Lebanese leaders. He 
was scheduled to visit Cairo 
which mi gh t be tiie last leg of 
his tour in a mission to start an 
Arab- Arab dialogue to find an 
Arab solution to the Gulf cri- 


Well^ilaoed officials expea 
Benjedid to return to Algeria 
soon and plan on a trip to 
eitber Riyadh or even 
Washington in. an Arab 
attempt to break the deadlock 
betw^ Iraq and the United 
States and to heal foe rift in 
the Arab ranks over the Gulf 


“I expect him to fiindi his 
tour and go back to Algoia, 
Then he will go eithm to 
Riyadh or Washington,” a 
senior Josdaman offioal told 
foe Jordan Times Sunday. 

Benjedid, who has virited 
Amman, Ba^tdad, Tehran, 


An Iraqi-Saudi meeting is 
viewed by officials and 
analysts as tiw to tiie 
success of Beojefo(rs efforts 
bnt Jordanian officials said 
ttiat the Algerian mission can- 
not be oonsideied a fadluxe. 

-“The faOixre of realising an 
]jra^.Saadi summit is d^j^te- 
a setiiack but one cannrt 
say that the mission has been a 
failure,” said one senior 
Jordanian offidaL 
Analysts said that if Ben- 
jedid went to Saudi Arabia he 
mi^ pave tbe way for a 
substantive Aiab-Arab dia- 
logne. But if he went to 
Washington then Algeria wOl 
(day a mediatoring rde; be- 
tween Baghdad and tbe 
American administraxion. 


“But WashingtOD will then 
be the ^kesman for its Arab 
allies and the inter-Arab dia- 
logue will be conducted 
through Washington,” one 
politician pcinted out. 

During a sp eec h in Amman 
on Saturday, Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chair man Yasser Ais^ in- 
directly acensed the U.S.’ 
Arab allies of becoming a 
“dioius” repeating Wadnng- 
ton’s tunes. 

“I prefer to address tbe 
giaiffi... (the U.S. and the 
Soriet Uiiicm) ... there is no 
to address their boys... 
fom is no need to address tiie 


Hebrew (Israel) or in Ara- 
bic,” be tdd thousands who 
packed the Royal Cultural 
Centre. Arafat was distribut- 
ing the Jerusalon Medal fox 
outstanding Jordanian think- 
ers, poets, novelists and re- 


(CoDtiniicd OD page 4) 


Minister reports difficulties in 
finding AI Wahdah financing 


By a JtnitiaB Ttmea 
Staff RqMHter 

AMMAN — The minister of 
water and irrigation, Mr. Daud 
Khalaf, Sunday told the Lower 
House of Parliament that Jordan 
was finding difficulties to secure 
financing for foe AI Wahdah 
Dam, planned to be built across 
the Yarmonk River on the bor- 
ders l^etween Syria and Jordan. 

“The World Bank and other 
finandexs are following delaying 
tactics,” the minister said in a 
statement to the House about 
the water situation in foe King- 
dom. 

“We have started contacts to 
find other sources of fixndnig,” 
he said, adding that foe cost of 
the project would be JD 250 

In a statement supported by 
figures, tables and statistics, 
Klwtaf said Jordan’s 6onsniiq>- 
tion of water, which stands at 
730 million cubic metres annual- 
ly, would rise l:^ the year 20QS to 


Dand EhM 

1,120 million cubic metres. 

He said he expected that with 
demand growing for water in all 
sectors water for irrigation mi^t 
be reduced to meet demands for 
domestic purposes. 

The minister said water 
rationing would cootinne to be 
one of ^ key measures of the 
mimstiy to conserve water. 

Eaitier in the session, the 
House debated and passed the 
law of judicial independence. 


During tbe lengthy debate, one 
dqnty. Dr. Ahmad AI Kofahi 
(Muslim Brotherhood, Lrbid) 
left tbe chamber in protest 
against flic speaker preventing 
him fimn raising a pant. 

Kofahi, a member of the 
House I^ega! Committee that 
appr oved foe law, had, togetiwr 
with six other members, all Mus- 
fim Brothers, made reservations 
oonceruhig Artide 7 of tiie law. 
The seven wanted . tiie axtide, 
winch specifies an oath to be 
taken by judges compriang tiie 
Higher ConneS of Justice, be 
rephrased to give more emi Jmgjg 
to Islam being the sooroe of 
laws. 

Their reservation, however, 
was not ddiated and 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat fannied 
put the^ article to vote. This 

resulted in a number of deputies, 

from different blocs, to criticise 
the qjealcer for not giving a 
chance for the proposal of tbe 
seven. Aralriyat bLter made a 
'■gesture of apology to Kofahil ^ 


Deaths in Moroccan strife 
said between 33 and 100 


RABAT (Agencies) — Security 
forces patrolled major cities 
Smvly fonowing two days of 
rioting, and government o(qx)- 
nents intisted the death toll was 
U^r than the official figure of 
fiw. 

Unconfirmed daims from do& 
ton, union officials and otben 
assmted that anywhere from 33 
to more than 100 people had 
been killed in the dty of Fez. 

The goveniment said rioting 
Friday in Fee killed five people, 
induding a poficeman, and in- 
jured 127 pottle* mostly police. 
Scores of peo^e were reported 
injured in other cities d urin g a 
nationwide, one-day general 
strike Friday to dem^d higher 
wages. 

The violence oontiiiued in Fez 


Saturday with arson on 

vehicles and a police station, but 
there were no reports of re- 
newed dafoes. 

Major cities were repcHted 
cahn but uneasy Sunday, wifo 
security forces deployed at ma- 
jor intersections and gnardmg 
public buildings. A few spon- 
taneous demookrations were re- 
ported in Rabat late Saturday 
and early Sunday. 

The Dnkm federations wfaiefa 
organised foe general strike 
vowed to combat “government 
t enoris m.” They said the vio- 
lence resulted because security 
forces ’‘resofted to intimidation, 
p ro vocation and repression.” 
The government, bowev^, 

(Contimied <m page 5) 
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'^Uh^ European Committee issues declaration 

on providing protection to Paiestinians 




“M 





hails Rome statement 


®bseoce 

seace of AMMAN (J.T.) — P^klestmian 

aboard ambassador Tayeb 

6d to Abdul Rahim Sunday welcomed 

>Q and European Community's 

^ order statement in Rome about pro- 

e h a v e ^ Wdn^ pnnectkm to the PbI^- 

Dds of 

ti and r . ^ ^ ^ sta te me n t to the Jordan 

after foiSS >n News AgOKy, Petxa, the ambas- 
idelioes^ i sadm* sad diat tbe community’s 
be said liidedskn to inczease trade 

the w ^‘Widi the oocopsed Arab lands 
^ vehic&f ^ <&»ctioo 

lowaii •• designed 



to ensure the 
ikhanj.i Palefizman pec^le's ability to 
of ^ confro nt IszacFs attempts 
*re alEn » ^ destroying the economic in- 
“dai^ firasiroctare zn the Ralesdnian 
tne iniclu^ land. 

“The Eiirc^)ean C ommuni ty 
, nations have adopted a q;>eeial, 

iT^‘ **fe unique stand with regard to the 
nC Palfisiine question, starting from 
■ K die 1980 Venice Oedaradon; tbe 

I Shed Rome Declaration Saturday 
assumes a significant importance 
c^^enc, iie coming at this p^cular mo- 
iQ ment when the United States is 
cJarifisit B®“8 ^ ^ aaeoqjts to 

'ucles since iIq, disn^ the impiementanon of 
i Jordan iinnni. the international legitimacy. 

procedto" dirou^ tbe Secority Council, of 
vho want%^ the Palestine problem and 



A1 Tayeb Abdn! 

postponing tbe questioa of hold- 
ing an international peace eoo- 
ferenee to settle dw Arab-biaeli 
* tbe ambassador added. 


d^ smniiDt Saturday by 
for an intematioQal peace oon- 
ference and expressing concern 
about inc reasing vioknoe in the 
Israeli occupied tenitories. 

"Tbe Palestine liberation 
OrganisatioD (PLO) hopes that 
the Rome Dedaration win be 


ould contaa ifei 


fcrilowod up by tbe 12 nauons 
exerting extra rforts at all levels 
to pressure the Security Coundl 
into issumg a resolntion caning 
for tbe intexnatioaal conference 
and for providing procecdon for 
tbe Palesdnian people under 
occupation.** Abdul Rahim said. 

He said that if the United 
States wanted to pursue ia hos- 
tile stand on the Pafesdman peo- 
and their rights, wanted to 
mainmin its suppoiT for Israel's 
actions wfaidi endanger peace 
and secoxity in tbe Ai^ World 
and ooniiDiied to follow a double 
standard pc^icy with r^aid to 
interuanoDal issues, the world 
community, in genmal, and the 
Eurc^jean Conmumity, in par- 
ticttlar, were called on to deal 
whh the dangerous shuatiOD. 

He called on the world ooxn- 
nnmiiy to put an end to such 
douMe standard pcdicies and to 
exerdse all forms of pressure on 
Zsiael to end its occupation of 
Arab land and grant the Paksn- 
mans their legtfonaie rights, in- 
cluding the right to self- 
detennination and to set op an 
independent state under PLO 
lead er ship. 


Labour minister caiis on 
Arabs to live up to challenges 


alii 


^ m [oq^ AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
dtplonu 4 g Mimster Qaseem Obeidat Sun- 
Sudanese day said tbe Arab Nation was 
pasmg throng a veiy.jsepons 
hope ibe mano; and delicate stage, and caO^ bn 
soon, and ikt aO ‘*£aithfiil Arabs” to do their 
resume is tgj. utmost to rise above p<£tical 
s^d tbe ^ difierenoes and work towards 
referred anoint ^ advancement of the Arab 
Nation. 

t Addressing tbe opening of the 

YM A] 34th sesaon of foe Arab Labour 
>8.J.lUi Organisation (ALO) Obeidat 
calMfor establishing jtfoit Arab 
labour isstitntions capaUe of 
meeting foe aspirations and 
hopes of foe Ar^ Nation. He 
said that Jordan totally rejected 
ite house ins pb the piesezioe of foreign foroes in 
opsraiicn n ok the <3nlf, adding tiiat such pn- 
leir.bers aj at sence po«ed a challeqge to the 
o u.orl oiias ^ apd d^gradkl Arab 
hira: sutaikdignily. • • •: 

:ied ScitesTskt Tie; also said foatdhe statioA 
• No'ii Bisd^ 0* diesc forces in foe Arab 
heipnnes" I»nmsiila to forect interven- 
. non m Arab aSaxjs. 

a quesGOuif^ Tnin«ter refizted all tiie 
should ew ^ pretexts and allegations ^ven 
he .Americiii for the massing of U.S. troops in 
: ot ou: the Gulf r^$on, raying that the 

i^hen ihrCnk-U.S. dedaon vis-a-vis the .Xrab 
:c5 revi canses was **paxt and parcel of 
he other l ^ ' the Sonist and Israeli decision." 

grants aid for water 
^investigation, farming 


He called on tbe Arab leaders 
to pm their diffenaoes aside and 
to stand united in the face of tbe 
Israelf-Ameiican ooaHition. 

“Our nation and fu t ur e gen- 
erations have a right whidi 
makes it incumbent on us to rise 
above our (fifferenoes and mobil- 
ise an our resources to counter 
tile chaUenges facing our na- 
tkm.” Obei^ said. 

**By doing so we wiU be able 
to ensure equal treatment and to 
force others to adhere to intei^ 
national Intimacy and to apfrfy 
one standard when dealing 
regional issnes,” tbe minister 
said. 

The hfinister praised the great 
efforts made the ALO to 
adiieve' social justice and id 
■promote' tbe con^ons of>Arab 
labour- force, despite -tiw ataqr- 
Uage of-iesonreeS'ttid (fiffioxlties 
enoountered.* " ' 

Also addressing foe r.:ssion 
was Mohammad Mahmoud A1 
Sabah, representative of Pales- 
tine, mentioned tbe cfifficult 
sitnation foe whole Arab Nation 
is paaang tilTODgh- 
He said that the enemies of 
tbe Arab Nation were dmng 
tiieir best to control Arab wealth 


and natural resources, and to 
prevent tiiem ftom possessing 
modern and advanced technolo- 
gy- 

Sabah called for confronting 
the challenges facing tbe Arab 
Nation, and said that attempts to 
destroy Iraqi forces and tbe Iraqi 
infrastinctnxe would destrov tlw 

m 

whole Arab Nations. 

Director Genera! of ALO 
Bakr Mahmoud Rassool praised 
tbe great role played by Jordan 
in enhancing the Arab and Mus- 
lim values and safeguarding 
Arab unity. 

He praised foe continuous 
support Jordan has always given 
lO emmnon Arab work institu- 
tions, saying that ALO has re- 
ceived attention and care 
from the Jordaman govern m ent. 
••• The-Al50cfai^ r e f er red to the 

a s 

■tieScale <4r ffrtmctatw^ -'thc te- 
pon is passing throng, saying 
that tire Arab Nation was witnes- 
rapid changes and calling on 
the Arab Nation to deal with 
them efSdentiy. 

Tbe five-day meeting will dis- 
cuss a numbm of financial and 
administrative issnes as well as 
progres s reports (» the organisa- 
tion’ls achiOTemenL 


j p^r ctvi 


«U'' 


:ne .j. ^ _ xhc Earo- 

r.an> and pean Commission has just 
id :r>.vD$ b^ aiqrroved a grant of $8.4 miSion 
u::ons bui finance two projects oon- 

er nnsncial M^oemed with wa t e r investigation 
and with tiie iq>plication of water 
:)T j^pan <^harvesting and dry zone fanning 
1 ' of methods in low rainfoll areas of 

IP yupa^^Twdaii. 

<* German'’ groundwater investi^ 
iijci^tion stu^ ($5.6 million) is in- 
/ hni to evaluate aquifer le- 

™ Hannnad and 
. . i^cSzfaan basins, in the east of the 
;> f-ar '^^^comnry. The project will involve 
<;o«' in'- 'hydrological and getfoydranlic 
x,iid kMicL^ investiptims based on a 
cr. ^ ’ ^weD-driDing pr o gra mme in order 
cocurr.it’'^*^ to assess the exact extent of the 
to htf ^'“"^“ndeiground water reserve and 

mean* of exploiting it. 

Hammad and Sirhan 
ih admin'^*^\^basins cover a watershed drain- 
insnci-rl _ extending over 30JXX) 


ur 


.rqtoue kQometres adjoining the 
toiP Syrian, Iraqi and Saudi Arabian 
t)oidexs. 

' The infbnnation generated by 
he four-year study vriQ prori(fe- 

t& essential conpoiWDt to the 

Toidan g ov e r nm ent's monitor- 
pi^Bi ■ssseaBooent and manage- 
;; . ..-^Mnt of tile national water siq^ 

The hfimstxy of Water 

' rrigalion wiU cany out die pzo- 


gfeal team is currently carrying 
out a similar survey of tiie Aziaq 
basin groun dwat e r reserve, and 
an extenave well dxillmg prog- 
ramme is eiqiected to begin early 
next year. 

The dry zone farming project 
is to benefit from a $2.8 milfion 
grant to be chazmelled tfaroo§^ 
thehfimstiy (rf Agricnltuie. TUs 
is tiie second jfoase of a research 
and development programme 
des^ned to improve tbe use and 
protection of lands re- 

ceiving less than 200 ml average 
rainfall through appropriate 
rangeland management 
metirods, croj^iing paxtexns and 
surface water storage tecbniqiies 
developed by the Mnwaqqar 
field station of die Jordan Uta- 
versity Faculty of AgricnltnTe, 
establisbed in 1984 with tbe be- 
nefit of a Slv4 million EC grant. 

Tbe intention in the second 
phM*a is to take tbe research 
resnits in to the field and to test 
anrf deznonsnate dry zone farm- 
mg techniques in nnal commnm- 




with the — gfewwieg of ^ 
»**' SCbased consultant in assoaa- 



. A Dutdi hydiolo- 


The programme win be car- 
ried out by tiie Dqnrtmcnt of 
RnfKa 2nd Rangela^ Develop- 
ment (Kfinistry of Apicuhuie) 
and the Jordan Uitivershy Facul- 
ty of Agriculture, in co- 
operation with a selected Euro- 
pean ooonteipaxt institution. 

The project will target 00 m- 
nninzties Irving in tiie hadia. 


... -"il 
1 ? 







WHAT*S GOING ON 


' lie iWtoTOig Zfeimgs are compiled ^ mondify Imll^ aad 
^ --rf cfco dafly AnMcpnss. Readas arc advi^ to vexify tbe bated 

ihnm And n/aos wA Ac OOSOC6l2Wd WStXMiOOa% 
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Seminar 

reviews 

nursing 

education 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Health ser- 
vices represeniatives from the 
private and public sectors, unz- 
versities, the Royal Medkai Ser- 
vices and tbe Nfinistry of Health 
took part in a seminar, held 
Sunday to loriew higher nuzsii^ 
education in Jordan, organised 
in cooperation with the German 
TedinicBl Cooperation Institi»- 
don (GTZ). 

The semttiar dwelt on matters 
related to crainittg of nurses and 
coop era tion among various oon- 
ccined authorities to promote 
the nursing profession and nurs- 
ing services in the country. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Minister of Health 
Mohammad Addotib AI Zaben 
empbasised the Ministry of 
Heahh’s keenness to pzranote 
the nnrsing sector in view of its 


aiy health care in Jordan. 

**Tbe ministry has several 
training c en tr es for nurses to 
provide qualified staff to carry 
out the ministiy's bealfo prog- 
rammes in bealfo centres and 
hospitals,*' Zaben said. 

He called for increased coor- 
dination among the various 
health iostitutiom in the ooun- 
tiy. 

The particip an ts analysed the 
present sysmm of nnis^ trais- 
iipg in Jmdan, varioos activities 

related to the □arsing profession 
amd thc i c mii tmeni of tuuses 
and instnsetofs. 

According to Zaben, the 
NGmstry of Health is maintain- 
ing dose cooperation wifo other 
oomitiies* health institutions and 
tiie World Health Organisatioo 

for tbe sake of upgradnig health 
aerrices, rerfnang infant mortal- 
ity rates and stemming the 
spread of diaeases. 



Crown 

Prince. 

Cardinal 

Arinze 

discuss 

crisis 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
outlined Jordan's ongoing ezi- 
deavoDzs to find a peaceful set- 
dement to foe Gulf crisis within 
an Arab framework and in con- 
fonnity with tbe international 
legitimacy during a meeting at 
foe Royal Coun Sunday mfo 
Cardinal Frands Arinze. 

Prince Hassan and Cardinal 
Arinze have organised a three- 
day symposium on tbe rights of 
the dild and children’s educa- 
tion under Christian and Xsiaznic 
fahbs. 

Tbe caixfinai voiced apprecia- 
tion to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prince Hassan ^ Jor- 
dan's unique role worldwide to 
bring about justice and peace to 
the Middle East. 

Prince Hassan presented foe 
cardinal, who is prerident of foe 
Vatican4used Pontifical Council 
for Inter-religious Dialogue, 
with Jordan's AJ Kawkab Medal 
of foe First Order wfaidi was 
bestowed on him by the King. 

Tbe meeting was attended by 
the Roman Cmboisc Patriarch of 
Jerusalem Michel Sabbah and Al 
Al-Bait Foundation President 
Dr. Nasseredtfin AI Assad. 

Panel suggests 
slight changes 
in. 1991 budget 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Flnan- 
da! Committee of tbe Lower 
House of Pajliament has recom- 
mended that the House endorse 
foe draft budget for tbe year 
1991 as present by the govern- 
ment aRer making slight amend- 
ments. 

Tbe committee oondnded that 
foe preparation of the budget 
was realistic and objective de- 
spite the emergency sitnation 
resulting from foe Gulf crisis. 

However, the committee 
voiced fear that tbe budget de- 
ficit mi^t increase as a result of 
what h termed as exaggerated 
expected income. The commit- 
tee requested tbe House to send 
cable of thanks 10 IBs Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
ifi^mess Crown Prince Hassan 
for their efforts ax tbe interna- 
tional levels to ease foe impact 
of the financial, monetary and 
economic impacts of the Gulf 
ciias on Jordan. 

The House wQI disenss tbe 
budget Tuesday. 

The’ House's committee in 
dsazge of investigating corrup- 
tion cases meets Monday to elect 
a diainnan and rapporteur. 

The committee's members 
were elected during tbe Honse’s 
extraord i naiy sesaon. The com- 
mittee indodes Hussein Mizjali, 
Saiww Al Zoobi, Abdullah Al 
Nsour, AbodDah A! Alcaleb, 
Laifo ^beilat, Mohammad Abu 
Fares, Ahmad Al Azaideh. 


U.S. churches hope to direct Gulf crisis towards peace 

Arab solution possible in Gulf 
if world allows it 



By P.V. Vhekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Arab solotioa 
to the Gulf crisis is still possible, 
if only foe worid powers wouk! 
allow it. and the ongoing Tnicnnn 
of Algerian Presi^nc Chadli 
Benjedid is a contribution to 
devek^iing an Arab perspecti^’e 
and reaching a settiemem of foe 
four-moncfa-old conflict. His 

Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan was quoted as saying 
Sunday. 

Tbe Crown Prince was brief- 
ing a delegatiou c o mpr i sing eight 
leaders of American churches, 
representing 42 million Amer- 
icans, on Jordan's posztioo to- 
wards the Gulf crisis and its 
efriorcs to aven a carastropfaic 
war over Kuwait, delegation 
members said. 

The briefing was '‘deeply 
moving,” said the Most Re- 
verend Edmond Browning, pres- 
iding btsbop of foe Eftiscopal 
Cbuicfa of tte United States. "It 
was a moving experience to hear 
someone of his poation sharing 
his views on tbe ew-fli/'g and 
Jordan’s positiofi on tbe crisis 
and other issues," he said. 

"The Crown Mnce hi^iligfat- 
ed foe efrorts that Jordan has 
made since tbe outset of foe 
ciiss to resolve mazters in an 
Arab context and spoke elo- 
quently about the possilxlzty. if 
conditions permit, panicnlariy if 
foe powers permit, (of) Jordan 
helping tbe Arab states arrive at 
a consensus.'' said Rev. Dale 
Bishop, director of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ. 
"There will be an Arab sola- 
tion” if Jordan is allowed to 
its role. Dr. Bishop quoted the 
Crown Prince as saying. 

The Crown Prince also told 
foe delegation that Presideat 
Benjedid’s nrissian "is an effort 
in developing an Arab ooncribo- 
tion” to a solutimi to the Gulf 
crisis and averting war in the 
region, tbe Most Rev. Bitrati- 
ing, the delegation leader, told 
the Jordan Times shortly after 
foe meeting at the Royal Palace. 


"We pray fervidly that our 
missi on would oontribote a great 
deal to peacefully reserving the 
(jnlf crisis,” tbe dezgyman said 
when asked whether be thought 
the dmzch could really influence 
tbe outcome of events amid the 
finny of mifitary movements 
wfakfa are taking foe area closer 
towards war. 

“We have done quite a few 
things in tbe United States.*' be 
said. "There is a growing qnes- 
tk» (among foe American pub- 
lic) over the whole issue, espe- 
cially a question as to whether a 
military option sboold be exer- 
cised,’' be said. 

The reverend expressed b<^ 
thai foe finding s of foe missioD 
"could be filtered back” into 
American public opinion and 
contribute to accelerating tbe 
debate over foe gradual move 
aw a rds war in the Gulf. 

"There are many many Amer- 
icans who are totally ignorant of 
what is happening.” be added. 

Dr. Bishop said the delega- 
tu»*s mission, wfakfa stems frra 
a meeting of foe National Coun- 
dl of Cburfoes of Christ held in 
Ponland. Oregon, in November, 
had sent an appeal to foe White 
House empharising die need to 
avert war in foe Gulf. ‘The 
a{^»eal. Dr. Bishop said, "was 
very critical of his policy in the 
Gulf.” 

Tbe delegation also hopes to 
meet Presideat George Bush 
upon hs retnrn to tbe U.S., be 
added. 

Tbe church mission, which 
represents American Protestant 
and Orthodox churches, in- 
volves three teams; the eigjit- 
member team enrrentiy in Am- 
man will leave for Baghdad 
Monday, and the two others will 
visit Is^l, Lebanon and Syria. 

What is most remarkable ab- 
out tbe mission, said Dr. Bishop, 
is that it is foe first time that foe 
chnrcbes axe seeking to avert a 
war rather than address tbe oon- 
sequenoes of a mifitary conflict 
anywhere in tbe region. 

"We are eight chnicfa beads in 


the team, and that’s a lot of* 
church heads,” he noted in an 
imjriidt refezenoe to the possible 
influence of the group among 
the Americans. 'The team in- 
cludes tbe Episcopal Church, foe 
Refonned ^urdi in -America, 
the National Coundl of Chur- 
ches of Christ in foe United 
States* the American Baptist 
Church, and the United 
Mefoodisz Church. 

"There is distinetzve role for 
this group,” he said. "This is foe 
first time that anyone of us can 
remember that the churches 
have mounted such an effort 
before a war broke out. We are 
used to responding in a huma- 
nitarian way, sometimes politi- 
cally, after a war breaks out." 

"We share the feeling that a 
war in the region would be dts- 
astzous and it is the sense of 
urgency foaz (prompted foe de- 
legation) to be here in tbe area,” 
he said. 

Alfoough foe Roman Catholic 
Church is not directly involved 
in tbe mission, "they ^ve issued 
statements aroflar to our views 
axid thiniring," Rev. Browning 
said. Similarly, "there are many 
Jews in tbe United States who 
feel tbe same as we feel,” hs 
added. "Tbe Roman Catholic 
Churefa did not come wifo us not 
because it did not want to but h 
had other commitments,” he ex- 
plained. 

"There is a growing momen- 
tum (against war in tbe Gulf) 
among foe religions families in 
the United States,” be added. 

'Ibe delegation, whidi arrived 
here from Cyprus Sunday and 
leaves for Bagdad Monday, has 
not been promised a meeting 
with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hnssein, but it is hopeful that 
such an encounter wo^d mater- 
ialise during its three-day visit to 
thc Iraqi capital. Dr. Bishop 
sstcL 

In a wider context. Dr. Bishop 
said foe National Council of 
Churdies of Christ in the United 
States had always suj^rted tbe 
right to self-determination of all 


people everywhere, induding 
the Palestinians. 

He also criticised what be de- 
scribed as rcH^ous esetremism in 
foe Middle East, but said it was 
not limited to foe region. He was 
answering a question to claims 
asserted by Israeli extremist 
groups to the Haram Al Sharif 
complex in Jerusalem. 

'The guidelines foe church mis- 
son hra adopted include: 

— An app^ to Iraq to with- 
draw form Kuwait; 

— Support for foe U.N. sanc- 
tions a gaiiwa Iraq until it pulls 
out its forces from Kuwait; 

— Opposition to withholding 
food and medidne from civilians 
(a referenoe to foe sanctions 
against Iraq); 

— Encouragement to foe 
U.N. to pursue its efforts for a 
negotiated settlement to tbe cri- 
sis; 

— Call on foe U.S. adminis- 
tration to seek a negotiated set- 
tlement; 

— for an international 
peace conference on foe Middle 
East under foe ansjnoes of foe 
U.N. Security Council; 

— Opposition to the build-up 
of militazy forces in foe Gulf, 
except those explicitly endorsed 
by the U.N.; 

— Call for an embargo cn 
supply of weapons to foe Middle 
E^; and 

— An appeal to all religious 
communities to pray for peace in 
thc region. 

'The operative clause in a re- 
solntion which contained these 
points and whicb prompted the 
missioa to the Middle Erat says: 

"Tbe general board of the 
National Coundl of Churches.... 
requests the president and 
general secretary to communi- 
cate this resolution to tbe presi- 
dent (of tbe United States) and 
secretary of state, to foe mem- 
bers of Congress, to foe presi- 
dent of Iraq, to the secretary 
general of the United Nations, 
tbe World CouncQ of Churches 
and to the Middle East Council 
of Cfanrdies.*' 


Faqir: Jordan 
seeks to thwart 
Israeli plans 

AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and 
lElamie Affairs Minister Afi Fa- 
qir Sunday said that Jordan had 
embarked on a political move at 
tbe highest imeroational level to 
oontain the plan which tbe Jew- 
ish extremisc group "Temple 
Mount Faitfafttl” intends to im- 
plement in Al Aqsa Mosque 
sanctuary Monday. 

Faqir said tbe Jordanian move 
was aimed at bloddz^ die imple- 
mentation of sod] a prian and at 
exposing these "bad intentions 
at the international fora of the 
United Nations.” 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Faqir said 
several extremist Jewish oiganisa- 
dmis were trying to enter Al 
Aqsa Mosque and perform 
prayers in it like they fod in Al 
Ibrahim Mosque in Hebron. 

Tbe minister warned of tbe 
grave consequences of such 
plans and recalled foe Israeli 
massacre of Palestinian worship- 
pers in AI Aqu Mosque. He 
said that foe Israelis were deter- 
mined to "take foe next step in 
the series of oo nspi rades being 
hatched by tbe Israeli occupa- 
tion aotbo^es to obtain pennis- 
a'on to enter the Aqsa Mosque 
and have tbe ri^t to pe r form 
their prayers in it.” 

Faqir called on foe Muslim 
Nation not to remain silent over 
what is going on in the occupied 
territraies. 


Committee to define types 
of animal feed for farmers 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A THlTin*^^^ 

progranme for organising the 
prodnetion of nnt^ feed in 
Jordan went into effect Sunday, 
and the Nfinistry of Agriodtoze 
has been emzusted with its im- 
{dementation, according to an 
ann ouD oenient by Mmister of 
Agr i ca l t nre Suleiman Aratayat. 

The programme entails the 
fonnarionorf a central cominiTtee 
within foe mmistzy to be charged 
with selecting and defining tbe 
^pes of aninTal f^d needed for 
die ooontxy's farms, according to 
foe minister. * 

He said chat several sub- 
oomminees had been named in 

foe provinces to help the central. 
a ranwiiWiM! with its wozk and to 
r eport on foe animal feed pro- 
cesang businera to foe Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

‘“The go vernm ent has eznpo 


issues related to foe anTmat feed 
processing business,** foe mmis- 
ter said. 


Referring to foe 


to ^)pohit stmebody toactfor 
him in the provinces to deal wifo 


processing 

I^ts, the minister said that 
"one has to obtain a formal 
Gocdoc from the Mmistzy of 
Agriculture” and all plants 
sb^d be set up outside the 
bomidaries of file Greater Am- 
man Mnmdpality and other 
nmnidpal and vil^ge zones in 
Jordan. 

“As to foe plants already ex- 
isting within tike munic^afitics' 
boundaries, they have a fire- 
year period to p^ ouz,” said die 
mimster. 

He said that farmers and stodc 
breeders ooold set up their own 
prooessing plants 00 their fezm- 
lazids, without any licenee, to 

ensure animal fe^ for their 
idOdcS. But the mintet-r wxziied 
that no plant would be Sorased 
uolera accretSted agricultural en- 
gineers has approi^ hs plans. 


Sit-in protests Israeli practices 


By Saha'Atiydi 

S^jedaJ to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A few hundred 
pec^e staged a scc-bour rit-in 
Sunday at the United Nations 
premi^ in Sfameisani to [irotest 
tbe Israeli measures in the occu- 
pied Arab tenitories, particclar- 
iy in Jerusalem, and called for 
international protection of 
Palestinians and of holy Christ- 
ian and Muslim places. 

Organised by the newly- 
form^ Popular Committee for 
the Defence of Jerusalem (PCD- 
Jerusalem), which inclndes 
several anions, political parties, 
and prominent Jordanian and 
Palestinian personalities, foe 
protestors earned placards and 
sang nationalist songs. 

"U.S. says yes to killing 
Palestinian children,” "Al At^ 
Mo^ne is for praying, not 
killing,” “in Israel you see 
dergymen knocked do^,” and 
"Jerusalem is tbe capital of foe 
Sta t e of Palestine,” read some of 
the placards, most of whicb were 
written in ^gUsb. 

The sit-in, expected to be 
staged for a second day Monday, 
was organised to protest agMTicf 
the Jewish schednled festival 
extremist Jewish frmdamental- 
ists at Karam Al Sharif in Jeru- 


Sit-ins also took {dace in chur- 
ches after Sunday Tna« and 
others are expected to take place 


at mosques Monday for the same 
pmpose. 

"These protests are against 
the attempts of Jewish extremists 
trying to invade, Haram Al 
Sharif and against a possbiie 
repetition of another massacre 
by Israeli authorities because of 
tbe Israeli provocation of invad- 
ing tbe Haram,” said Mousa 
Hnsseini, a member of tbe PCD- 
Jerusalem. 

On Oct. 8, Israeli soldiers shot 
and killed over 20 Palestinians 
during a protest at Haram Al 
Sharif. Fear has been express^ 
by the PCD that a simflar mas- 
sacre may ooenr Monday at foe 
hands of Israeli authorities and 
Jewish extremists. 

Husseini, older brother of 
Palestinian activist Faisal Hus- 
seini in Jerusalem, told foe Jor- 
dan ’limes that foe PCD wanted 
to warn foe international 00 m- 
mnmty of "the dangers of what 
is happening in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories, especially in 
Jerusalem, which Israel is 
attempting to tnrn fro m an Arab 
dty to a Jewish city for Jews only 
at foe expense of foe Arab in- 
habitants.'' 

"We want to warn foe world 
of die danger of the Israeli ex- 
pnlsioa of Palestinians from tbe 
occupied territories, including 
Jerusalem, to settle as many 
Soviet and other Jewish immig- 
rants there,*' Husseini said. 


He added foat the newly- 
formed Ministiy of Jerusalem 
Affairs beaded by Prime Minis- 
ter IHtzhak Sh amir , was aimed 
at escalating tbe ‘‘Zionist 
scheme to change foe Arab 
identity of Jerusalem into a Jew- 
ish one.” 

Labib Kamhawi, ^xikesman 
for PCD-Jerusalem said foe pro- 
test was taking place at tbe U.N. 
as a message to the international 
community that "more is re- 
quired from foe U.N. and foe 
Security Council to protect 
Palestinians and implement all 
resolutions concerning Pales- 
tine.” 

He told foe Jordan Times that 
a larger protest was to be held 
Mon^y at the U.N. which is 
expected to indude massire par- 
tidpation by political parties and 
professioaa] unions and associa- 
tions. 

Kamhawi said foat a memor- 
andum would be delivered to thc 
U.N. headquarters in New York 
through foe UNDP Resident 
Representative in Amman Ali 
Atiqa calling for foe imple- 
menration of all Security Council 
resolutions on Palestine, 
protection of Paiestinians and 
Arab holy places and property 
and calling for international con- 
tribution to put a halt to foe 
expulsion of Palestinians from 
the occupied territories, includ- 
ing Jeni^em. 


Expulsions 

(CoBtfaiiied from page 1) 

and bused them back to Gaza 
after detaining them ovemigfit. 
Police spokesman Ron 
Yahayahu confirmed that those 
wifoouc permits to stay in Israel 
oveniigjit were being sent home, 
^me 110,000 Palestinians 

from foe ooenpied territories 

work in Israel. 

The army said thc fonr 
ordered expelled were from tbe 
Gaza Strip and were known 
Hamas activists who helped 
organise acts of resistance. 

Israel wanted to show anyone 
friotzing such actions that it 
cause immediate expulsion of 
people be knows, whom he 
works with and who iodte him to 
violence,” Arens esqrfained on 
army raxfio. 

A$ked whether more expul- 
sions were planned, Arens 
answered: “ I believe that tbe 
expulaon decided upon yester- 
day will not be tbe last, ^ we 

win not beritate to use fins tool 
in tbe frmrre in the same inst- 
20 CCS where it will be effective.” 
Six^ Palestinians have been 
C3q>e&ed sinoe the uprising began 


in December 1987. The last to be 
ousted were five Palestinians in 
August 1989. 

’Ihe U.S. State D e par t m ent 
denounced tbe latest expulsion 
orders as a violation of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention. 

Israel Radio said Prime hfinis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir told foe 
calrinei that Israel must take 
international sentiment into 
account when oonadeiing ejqiul- 

nons, 

Tbe Yedioth Ahronotfa new^ 
paper said Arens wanted to ex- 
pel 11 Palesdnians, but Shamir « 
q^MDved only four. Secretary of 
State James Baker report^y 
asked Shamir during their meet- 
ing in Washington last week to 
refrain from erxputeioDS. 

Hie four Gaza residents 
ordered cjqKlled were identified 
as Tiruid Khaled Al Alami. 33; 
hfristafe Al Qaira, 44; Mustafa 
Yousef AbduDah Al lidawi, 27; 
and Fadel Khaled Zaabout, 37. 

**The mass arrests and nnjast 
expulsions will only increase our 
detezmination to proceed with 
the patii of jihad until we fibers 
ate, with God's help, our con- 
quered homeland,” said foe 
Hamas leaflet. 

**The hysteria that strode the 


Jewish state... indicates clearly it 
is not possible to talk to foe 
occupiers except forou^ esca- 
lating foe heroic operations in 
response to their repression and 

terrorism against our peo;^.” 
Friday’s killings reigniied a 
debate about whether to enforce 
foe death penalty. 

Police Minisier Roni Milo said 
Friday that he bad been con- 
verted to supporting capital 

punishment, and other ministers 
also came out in suppon. 

The Arab League Sunday con- 
demned foe expulsion order and 
said the move came within an 
atmosphere of "radical aggres- 
sion.” 

“This expulsion by foe Isrseii 
ooenpation forces comes at a 
time of widespread collective 
arrests, attacks by some Jewish 
settJezs and in an atmosphere of 
racial aggression e x p ress ed by 

some members of tbe Israeli 
govenunent.” a statement by the 
Arab Leag ue said in Cairo. 

"It appeals to the internation- 
al community, particularly the 

permanent members (of the 
U.N. Security Council) to imple- 
ment United Nations resolations 

on bamung expulsion of Palesti- 
nian citizens,” it said. 
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To or 
not to 


AHMAD OBEIDAT, chairman on the General Commissioo 
charged with the task of drafting the National Charter, 
recent ly suggested two ways in which the peo|de can vcace 
their opinioo cm it: Eather by conducting a referendum w by 
subnutting the charter to Pariiament for approval, ^taie 
could perhaps doubt that parliamentary consent equates 
with direct public blessing. Given the drcnmstances under 
which the present Parliament was voted in and the many 
Haws in the Election Law, it would be nnfiur to equate a 
parliamentary vote of confidence on the diarter with that of 
the peojrfe of Jordan. After aD, the projected charter aims to 
rectify the many omissiotts and faults in the prevailing 
election laws and it would, therefore, be unwise fbr 
members of Pariiament to ezerdse a final jndgemait on the 
very charter that aims to correct shortcomings that led them 
to their present position. Accordingly one would propose 
dial the country goes directly to the people fin' tiieir 
evaluation of the body of law that will shape and guide the 
future political course of the country. Yet there remains 
another proUem with c^ndncth^ a referendum on tiie 
charter. Since Jordanians would be adced to accept or reject 
the charter as a whole rather than in part time would be no 
room or opportnnify to weed out smue negative features ot 
the draft text while endorsing the rest. Granted it would be 
extremely difficult to conduct a referendum on a piece of law 
on the basis of offierii^ opp<Mrtnnities for a sepande vote ni 
some parts that are viewed as positive and reject others that 
are considered as negative. Neveithdess the draftos the 
charter need In omsider ways and means that would 
facilitate such an objectire by devising a medianism that 
would put certain special features of die charter under a 
separate vote. Better stiB, alternative language can be 
submitted to the public from which to dioose with r^ard to 
certain ftmdamental a^iects of the charter. The drafts of 
thfes new charter can identify such features on the basis of 
the discussions that were condneted on the text of the 
charter over the past few months. As the anticipated 
charter’s impact on the country wiD be great, it wmdd be 
prudent for the people of the country to have a genuine 
omiortimity to {ntmoance themsdves on its contents. Even 
tboogb the charter is not intended to serve as a new 
constitution of the country in the fall sense of the word, its 
scope and goals are such that it would be safer to treat it as 


something cS an ^imiHrovement” on the earisting one. 


Therefme, the people must directiy express their collective 
optnioD and must also have an opportiinity to reject some 
parts that are viewed as contrary to the common good. This, 
of course, Parfiament has to be consulted on, and then all 
views must come out in the open and be debated. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


BY SUSPENDING talks with Iraq, the U.S. adnunistration has 
thus responded fovonrabJy to pressures exeidsed oo it by ibe 
Zionists and the Israeli government, and follows Iraq's refusal to 
succumb to the will of the United States, said A1 Ra*i Arabic daily 
Sunday. The suspension also indicates that the U.S. administra- 
tion was not serious in its initiative to open a dialogue with the 
Iraqi leadeiship to reach a settlement over the Gulf issue, said the 
papCT. It noted that WjbU.'. ‘ 'n's decision came in the wake of 
Isi^li Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's visit to the United States 
and his talks with its government leaders and members of the 
Congress. But the Ara^ should not lie idle and must, in th? *acg 
of the new obstacles, exert doable efforts towards defusing the 
crisis regardless of Israel's con^rades and Washington's irres- 
ponsible moves, the paper said. The daily stressed the need to 
open an Arab-Arab t^ogue, and said that direct contacts 
between the parties involved in this issue «« provide a good 
drance for a settlement. Of course, the suspensioa of the dialogue 
is bound to bring happmess to the Israelis and the warmongers 
who fold in striking against the iraqi military power as the best 
means to ensure Israel's safety, the paper continued. It said that 
Washington's decision to suspend the c^ogue should serve as an 
impetus for the arabs to end America's hegemony over the Gulf 
issue and to prove to the world that they can iuuidSe their own 
affairs by themselves. 


A! Dnstonr daily newspaper gave due praise to the European 
Community leaders for their position with regard to the Middle 
East issue, describing the Rome declaration Saturday as providmg 
elements to improve the political climate. Tbe paper r^ened in 
particular to the European community's insistence on the need to 
hold an international conference to find a lasting solucion for the 
Palestine problem at a time when the idea is rejected by the 
United States and its Israeli ally and when innocent people fall 
victim to repression in the Israeli-held Arab territories. What is 
important about this declared European smnd is that St came at a 
time when the Bush administration continues to obstruct the 
endorsement of a resolution at the U.N. Sccurify Coondi 
providing protection for the Arab population of Palestine and 
calling for the convening of an international ^fiddle East peace 
conference, the paper continued. What is enoooiaging about thb 
dcdaiation. said the paper, is that it contained a pledge by tbe 
Europeans to pursue efforts towards increasiog trade with the 
occupied Arab land as a show of support for the came of justice 
and peace. This can be regarded as a clear iodicadon by tbe 
Europeans to help alleviate tbe sufferings of tbe F«tiestiixians 
under oocnpatioo and oppression, the paper said. Tbe paper 
ccosidered the Rome dedaration as of great agniticanoe that 
could play a major role in efforts to achieve a tasting peace. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Dr. Waked Sadi 


Irreconcilable differences 


LAST WEEK the Palestinian intifada entered its fourth year 
without any sign that a political settlement could be in sight. The 
official Israeli position appears to be at a standstill and against an 
equitable compromise that would relieve Tel Aviv as well as the 
Arab side, notably the Palestinians from any additional suffering. 


The question that remains is whether the past three years of 
Palestinian struggle have been in vain. I submit that contrary to all 
outward appearances, the Palestinian intifada has indeed adv- 
anced the cause of the Palestinian people and drawn them closer 
to their national aspirations and goals. For one thing, the intifada 
has consolidated the cleavages ^tween the Israeli Jews and the 
Palestinian people on more than one front. The once beld views 
that Israelis and Arabs can live together in peace and harmony 
has all but vanished. What is now gaining currency among the 
Israelis is the view that there are simply irreconcilable differences 
between the Palestinians and the Israelis and the only way out is 
to have a divorce, albei: an amicable one rather than a 

contentious one. Many Israelis would now opt to have lesser 
territory and more peace and tranquility in their daily lives than 
more territory coupled with more inseeurit>’ and anguish- After 
dismissing the “transfer option" once circulated by Israeli- 
extremists as simply too unacceptable and unworkable even by 
countries closely connected with Tel Aviv, the only operation^ 
alternative left to contemplate is a divorce under which the 
Palestinians would enjoy their own separate identity and state- 


hood side by side with Israel and its people. What the future 
would hold for the two peoples is something that has to be 
addressed by future Israeb and Palestinian generations.^ For the 
time being and for as long as one can see, the Palestinians and 
Israelis cannot live together under one roof no matter how much 
optimists would like to think and argue otherwise. . 

The main point is now to arrange a reasonable divorce 
arrangement between the two peoples foai can withstand tbe 
of the trials and tribulations of the coming years. It would require 
unmatched maturity and equitable give and take. True the 
Palestinian people would forever long to be associated with the 
eastern half of Palestine just like tbe Israeli would probably long 
forever to be a part of the western half of Palestine. In the event 
that an amicable separation can be successfully stitdied by tbe two 
peoples, the future relations between the two sides can also be 
engineered on also reasonable basis to the benefit of both sides. 
The sky is the limit as to how much the two sides can cooperate in 
conditions of peace and stability. The original Palestinian 
partition plan of 1947 which has now become a Palestinian 
national aspiration envisaged an economic union between the two 
halves. This in turn would offer unlimited opportunities for the 
two sides to consmia additional working arrangements touching 
upon their mutual security. 

Any such Palestinian state bom out of the projected divorce 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians would most probably opt 
to link up with Jordan with which they have already strong 


rogpfrTiff"! on every level beginning with bnman dimensiotis and 
Effing with their common destiny ^ shared asjjirations. The 

mechanics and format of such a Knkage need not pose -^y 
problem as long as the ovexridiiig national interests of the two 
rides remain the deiennining foctor that riiapes tb^. Up until 
now foete has been a consensus tiiat such fotoristic piojc^ons 
are premature for any immediate oonsideiation and refiection by 
either side. With repeated signals that in tbe wake of the 
nsolBtioa of die Kuwaiti situatioa, die Falestintan (finKorioa of the 
Arab-lsraeli conffict would be up for a head on resolution, tine 
becomes ripe to reflect as of now on the fiitnie relations between 
the two Pending the resolution of tbe Gulf criris, time 

could be well spent on a Joidanian-Palestinian dialogue with a 
view to lay the grou^ for more formal contacts. Come to think of 
it, tbe Jordanian National Charter currently being drafted can 
ato address this point at least in its preambular paragraphs. Since 
contemplated charter envisages charting Jordan’s futiiie 
political course, it would be relevant to keep an eye on the futiire 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations and lay the ground work for it. Id 
any case, time is opportune to start reflecting deeply on the 
fpnmctir cQimectioos between the two banks as of this ptmt in dme. 
The urgency of such explanatory talks can be best fflustrated by 
the tremendous impact of any sudi talks on any fritnre Aral:^ 
Israeli negotiations including Palestinian-Israeli negotiatiems 
whether under the umbrella of the U.N.- Security Coimcfl or 
otherwise. 




‘Who can tell?’ 


By Maureen Johnson 
The Associaied Press 


fidently on the edge of the 
photo line-ups in which Mrs. 
Thatcher traditionallv stood 


ROME — John Major. Bri- 
tain's new prime minister, 
changed little of subsunce. but 
at the end of his intemational 
debut in Europe everything 
seemed different. 

The battles of Margaret 
Thatcher's era. just three 
weeks into historv. were a fad- 

m 

ing memory as the mild- 
mannered Major plotted a 
skillful course between holding 
to old positions while ending 
Britain's long isolation in the 
European Community. 

Major. 47. arrived at a rwo- 
day European Community 
summit with one big advantage 
in the eyes of the 11 other 
leaders bruised bv the bitter 
confrontations with Britain 
over European union; He 
wasn't Mrs. Thatcher. 

“The position of the new 
British government could be 
summed up by saying they feel 
they are Europeans.'* com- 
mented German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. 

From Kohl, a powerful 
world figure, to leaders of 
small countries tike Ireland's 
Prime Minister Charles 
Haughey, the other EC leaders 
went out of their wav to wel- 

m 

come the man who replaced 
the Western world's longest 
serving leader. 

Major came to Rome a vir- 
tually unknown figure to most 
of them — hovering dif- 


centre-stage. 
In contrast 


to the robust 
exchanges with Mis. Thatdier 
that marked most summits. 
Major ran out of superlatives 
to describe the atmo^here — 
“extremely good... very 
friendly... extremely positive.** 


of the newly united Germany 
in a continent ravaged by 
World War II. 

And Major, the first British 
leader born after the 1939-45 
conflict, replied tactfully that 
“most people of my generation 
and younger lake a very posi- 
tive view of the community." 

At least for now. the new 
style seemed like a new era. 


bank by 1991, is still ticking 
away. It is the most ominous 
the potential time bombs tiie 
community leaders left behind 
after the second Rome sum- 
mit. 


M^jor came to Rome a virtually un- 
known figure to most of them — 
hovering diffidently on the e^e of the 


photo line-ups in which Mrs. Thatcher 
traditionally stood centre-stage. 

In contrast to the robust exchanges with 
Mrs. Thatcher that marked most summits, 
Major ran out of superlatives to describe 
the atmosphere — “extremely good... very 
fiiendly.... extremely positive.” 


The other major rign that 
the honeymoon could soon be 
over was the all-options- 
included communique on poli- 
tical union that appeared de- 
signed not to offend anyone. 

It encompassed the pro- 
federalists' hopes for the com- 
munity to take over a whole 
range of domestic matters such 
as health and education, to 
Britain's distinctly more mod- 
est ideas. 


“We... intend to be 
wholeheartedly engaged in the 
enterprise of twilding. shaping 
and developing Europe," he 
told the others. 

Italian officials enthused 
that “all 12 are on board." 
Kohl and Major got on first 
name terms before the end of 
tiieir first one-on-one meeting. 

The German leader ex- 
plained that his country was 
pressing the drive for Euro- 
pean union partly to allay fears 


But underneath the smiles 
and the unassuming demeanor. 
Major stuck to Mrs. Thatcher's 
fundamental objections to 
radical plans fbr a sin^e Euro- 
pean currency and closer poli- 
tical ties that could lead to a 
federal-type Europe. 

Mrs. 'fhatcher objected that 
neither she nor the British par- 
liament would accept that kind 
of loss of sovereignty. 

'The EC's currency plan, 
starting with a sin^e central 


These include closer coop- 
eration on foreign and security 
policy and tbe community’s ex- 
ecutive body, the European 
commission, getting powers to 
monitor community spending 
and how nations shape up on 
implementing joint dedsions. 

Two intergovernmental con- 
ferences which began Saturday 

arc diaiged with turning all this 
over next year into final prop- 
osals everyone can acoe^: 
Throughout, Major re- 
mained loyal to Mrs. TTiaccher, 
the leader who singed him out 
and gave him his meteoric rise. 

But just at the end when a 
reporter suggested that Mrs. 
Thatcher was wrong when she 
slighted even a British com- 
promise proposal on the siiigle 
currency. Major gave an inch. 
“Who can teil?" he said. 


Cold war French communists 


threatened by rebel group 


By Simon Haydon 
Reuter 

PARIS — It could have been 
Moscow at the height of the cold 
war. 

A dissident Commaoist 
appears in public, his face and 
voice distorted to oozKea] his 
identity. 

Books contesting the partv 
leadership are published under 
pen-names, their authors fearing 
political ridicule and even 
physical violence if they reveal 
themselves. 

In fact, the scene is Paris, 
home to the most Stalinist Com- 
munist Party in Europe, where 
the name of Mikh.iil Gorbachev 
provokes scorn among the party 
faithful. 

The French Communist Party 
(PCF) begins its 27th congress 
on Tuesday, apparently obli- 
vious to the fact its mentors in 
Moscow have assigned Leotdd 
Brezhnev to tbe dustbin of poli- 
tical history. 

Tbe party, led by iroD-willed 
veteran Georges Maichais. also 
appears not to care that its credi- 
in France is a: as aD-time 

low. 

After World War II it was the 
biggest political party in France. 
As late as 1^4 it still comman- 
ded ministeriai posts. 

Now the PCF has oolv 2S of 

P 

parliament's 577 seats, in opin- 
ion polls, it attracts only arotmd 
seven per cent sn[^)ort. trailing 
way behind the far-right Nation- 
al Front Party. 

“In France, the consers'ati^'es 
have regroup^ around Georges 
Marchais. more worried ab^t 
saving tbe remains of tbe once- 
prestigioas party than revolu- 
tionising a party that has b ee n 
bled dry and discredited.'' says a 
new book by Jean Fabien. 

Fabien, named after a war. 
time Commimist hero, is die 
pen-name of a group of Cocb- 
mnnist dissidents seeking to 
mould the party into a leftssc 


group whidi takes account of tbe 
rejection of traditional Com- 
munism in the last two years in 
many countries where it once 
held sway. 

A representative of tbe Fabien 
group appeared on French tele- 
vision . features and voice 
masked electronically to conceal 
bis identity. 

Asked why it was necessary to 
remain hidden. Jean Fabien said 
in an interview with a French 
magarine: “Anyone who chal- 
lenges tbe 'cond^tor' Mardiais 
is carefully labelled and iso- 
Uted.*’ 

Former Romanian dictator 
>ocolae Ceausescu was named 
tbe conducator or leader. Mar- 
chais's opponents point out Mar- 
diais spent several summer holi- 
days at tbe luxury homes of the 
late Romanian leader, who was 
overthrown and executed last 


year. 

Tbe Jean Fabien mystery has 
intrigued the French. Every poK- 
tical or commentator has a pet 
theory over who belongs to the 
group. 

The group admits it indndes a 
former minisieT. whidi whittles 
the number down to four 0»n- 
mscists who served in President 
Francois Mitterrand's first 
Socialist government between 
1981 and 1984. 

Many say tiie group's leader is 
former ^fouster Qiari« Fiter- 
man, who has publicly stated be 
disagrees with the pony line. 

The group's latest book 
“Commnnists’ New Secrets*’ 
pcbltshed this month follows two 
earlier publications, “Kremlin- 
PCF' and "The War of tbe 
Comrades.'' 

AH three books have revealed 
an intimate iinide knowledge of 
events at tiie heart of party 
headquarters in a bunker-like 
bufld^ in Paris’ working-clBSS 
2dth District. 

Marchais. 70, head of tbe par- 
ty for more than 20 years, says 


the breakdown of Communism 
in Eastern Europe did not invali- 
date Marxist theories. Moscow 
and its former satellites simply 
mism ana ged their sodeties, be 
says. 

IBs o p po nen ts point to his 
1980 Fren^ television broadcast 
from the Kremlin approving the 
Soviet invasion of Afghaitistan 
and his thumbs-up to the crack- 
down on the Solidarity trade 
union in Pttiand in 1981. 

They also criticise his analysis 
of Soviet Communism as a 
“broadly positive” experience, 
when it is difScult to find a 
defender of old-style Commun- 
ism in Berlin or Prague or 
Budapest. 

Mardiab's iron grip on the 
party kept (fissidents quiet in tiie 
1980s as Gorbachev rose to pow- 
er in Moscow, but signs are 
that the five-day con- 
gress could see some open differ- 
ences on policy. 

The party's parliamentary 
group was shaken last week 
when six members rebelled and 
protested at China's Paris 
embassy against trials of political 
iSssidents in Beijiug. A delega- 
tion from tbe Chrn^ party ^ 
attend the congress. 

Party rebels told the daily 
Liberation they tho ught they 
could glean up 15 per cent of a 
protest vote at the congress. 
"That's never been seen before 
in the party.” one told the pap- 
er. 


French new^raper said Mar , 
dtais was fntimis at Jean Fa- 
bien's latest publication and had 
demanded a tbexoa^ iovestiga- 
tioQ to expose the identities of 
tbe dissidents. 

In public, bbxcfaab scorned 
tbe rebel group as a "pitifnl 
masquerade,” saying is a state- 
ment: "They are trying to bully 
Co mmnni fls and create a di- 
mate of confrontation and in- 
tderance during tbe preparation 
and work of tbe 27th congress.” 


Mission 



(Ctmlinued from 1) 


Ihe cancellation of Ben- 
jedid’s visit to Riyadh, vrinefa 
was originally cjqpectod to 
take place ax tiie outset of his 
tour, remains a controversial 


Arab analysts argue that 
Wash i ngton would not allow a 
dialogDe for such 
eveatnafity would foster 
Baghdad’s bargaining poo- 
tion. 


In fact there are at 
three accounts of why the visit 
rfid not take place, Accon&qg 
to tiie first the U.S. pr es sur ed 
the Saudi government to re- 
nege on a inm plet^e to 
receive Benj^d. One semex 
Arab ofiSdal told tbe Jmrdan 
Times that Benjetfid was only 
notified of the cancdlatk» of 
die trip upon his arrival in 
Amman. “Benjedid was tnM 
by European gh«Twi«it* ihat 
Washxngton had asked Riyadh 
not to receive him,” die effi- 
dal sakL 

Other Jordanian officials 
did not oonfiim or deny «***» 
aocounL Bnt anahrsts noted 
that the next day after Ben- 
jedid visited here Prime 
Mmister Mudar Badian ao- 
CDsed foreign powers of ob- 
structing the inter-Arab dia- 
iogue. 

Some Arab diplomats, 
bowever. contend that Ben- 
jedid did not have any con- 
finnation when he his 
co untry whether be will be 
received in Riyadh in qxteof 
prior Sandi-Algeiian consnlca- 
tioiis. According to a dqdo- 
mat. King Fahd's advisor 
Sieikh Ali A1 MasUm, who 
was recently in Algeria, <Sd 
not make promises aboot 
Riyadh's acceptance of aBen- 
jedid visit. 

Well-informed Arab 
sources with good co nta cts 
with the Saudi goveniment 
said Riyadh was doc ready to 
allow any mediaiioD if there 
were no strong indications of 
an Iraqi intemioa to withdraw 
from Kuwait. ‘T he souroe — 
that an Iraqi promise to with- 
draw^ — conveyed through 

Algena — nngfat be enoqgh 

set the stage for a Santfi-Imp 


Ba^idad at tbe same time is 
not ready to im»nise_that it 
wonld withdraw from Kuwait. 
Obviously it sees such a 
]riedp as poanUy nndennin- 
ing its portion prior to tbe 
inojected bac^American (fia- 
logK, they raid. 

Ovm tiie last week baq has 
stef^ed op its hardline rhetor- 
ic rerteracing tint Kuwait was 
an indivisible part of Iraq but 
Arab officials said tiiat it re- 
flected Baghdad's «iwipa?gn 
to prm Am U.S. for prop er 
n^oiiasions of tbe proU^ 
that plague tbe rq^on. 

Bag ^i da d has already said it 
was snqicDcfiiig the scfreduled 
visit by Ita^ Fneign Mnnster 
Taxeq Aziz to Washington 
amid qieadation that the pro- 
jected tfiafogne between die 
two might not materialise. 

Bnt Arab and Jordanian 
officials do not seem discoar- 
aged by die ooutiiiuing dls- 
agreement over the of 

the sdiednled two Americari- 
fraqi 

"I do not believe the idea- 
(<rf dialagne) is killed. It is jnst 
that both sides are jockeying 

for a better poshkm.” one 
mior Jord&Qxaa official Mid. 


Israeli bids 


(Confiniied from page 1) 


Israelis and tbe Palestxmass.'''^ 

In adtfition to public calls on 
Jordan to enter talks, Isiad 
has also been sending diploiiia- 
tic feeteis to the KSn gdom for 
trilateral negotiations but Aor 
man has rebuffed sndi efforts, 
tfiptomatic somoes saxL 

"They wanted farther dh- 
ensmons on AI Wabdah 
Jordan Valley water, security 
issnes across tbe demarcatiaD 
fine and other aspects of tbe 
conflicc,” said one dqriomaL 
"But Jordan refnsed to be 
drawn into tbe talks, and tint 
^ipeais to have been mie of 
reasons ^driefa prompted 
Israel to midgmtiwft Wodd 
Bank fmarichig for AlWah<^ 
by putting up its own daimto 
Yaxmonk waters,” he added. 

Jordanian officials have ssid 
that tte World Bank, winch, 
had niitiaBy ei^qpressed sriDbg' 
ness to extend finasdi^ fot 
the dam project on tbe 
Jordanian-Syrian border 
across the Yannouk Kveif 
had subsequently infonned 
Jordan ifaat T<rftf»K “dabD" 
to tbe liver vratexs should be 
settied befo re the bank coold 
extend funds to frnanee the 
project. 

A co o rd ii qg to rqxnts, 
has d^rieted almost all of iti 
reservoirs and is p u m pin g m* 
ter from aquifeis in tiie Wed 
Bank to meet its needs. Tld 
Israeli government, ahm ned 

by a dramatic drop in the le^ 

of water, has atm ordered b 
halt to p nm p in£ water j 
tile Sea of Gafilee. IsraeE and/] 


1 


Bank, tim they should nnder- 

staad that the party fliey 
dmald addrem b not Joidan 
but the Palestinian people 
smee the land b Pakstiabm 

^ **ter b Palestinian and die 

n^l to the resources is 
tbe trfficial said, 
for as Jordan b oon- 

ceraed, the (rfSoal added, **we 

ne ready to tSscoss water in 

ttWh viaw^K t mm 




waiex IS 

Ibc north, the Jordanian twri- 
o« 5 «ion. and 


sovereignty and tex- 


Bnt other knowlo^geaUe 


ang jgj. 

ntonrf mtegnfy aiiiiidt^^ 

ly wifli talks between the 


the Jewish state will liM 
import water if tbtf e h 
another dron^it year. 

Rafoel the Isrscb 

eg ri c nltp re minist er, st^gested 
last month that Jordan dfi 
Israel cooperate in bml£ng 

least two watfer plants nesr 

<fomaresoion fine, to sop^ 
ranter to both sides, and a 
one in the occiqried Ga3 
Sttfo. Jordanian n ff w^xt* sav 

at time that the call was fip* 

even worth zespamfiug ® i® 
foe absence ai aay 
move towards addresring ^ 

fondaznentai polxticai issues iU' 

vohred. 
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passport to liberty 


By Saeda Kilani 
Special to tte Jordan Times 

ISLAMIC revival in Jordan 
over the past two decades has 
manifested itself in various 
facets of life, most outwardly 
in the fact that more and more 
women opt to wear the faijab 
(veil). Ahhou^ the hijab has 
largdy been perceived as a 
symb^ of di^ty and good 
oondnct, many women insist 
that fer them wearing the hijab 
facilitates marriage, acquiring 
higher education or merely to 
help them escape from person- 
al conflict and a sjriiitnal void. 

‘‘Wearing the hijab was the 
only choice left to me if I 
wanted to oonq>iete my nni- 
verrity studies, to get my driv- 
ing hoenoe and even to vmt my 
ftimds,” says L.A., a 23-year- 
old student in the literature 
dqjartment at the Umversity 
of Jordan. “1 was un^ press- 
ure from my parents, my 
brothers and even my fotnre 
husband’s femily,** slw main- 
tains. 

Some univeisity students 
share L.A.*s opinion and find 
ft hard to cope with their new 
situation. Smne of them even 
take the hijab off the moment 
they st^ outride their homes. 

“At die be^nning, I wore 
the hijab because I was influ- 
enced by my teacher at 
school,” says Laila Qasem, a 
fourth year student at the biol- 
ogy dqiartment. “Now- it is 
just a hafrit, I don’t wear it at 
home even if there are stran- 


•V 


Social pressure often dic- 
tates the necessity of wearing 
the cons^vative headdress to 
avoid fatwilifll dashes. Several 
students are forced to wear 
faijab only at the univefrity 
ahile they are ftee to wear it or 
not outride. 

“My parents forced me to 
wear the faijab when 1 entered 
nniverri^ because my cousm 
studies at the univeisity too, 
and they pointed out it would 
be a bad idea for our relatives 
in the village to see me without 
a bijab,” says a third year 
studmt at die feculty of an. 
“But I take it off whenever I 
leave university.” 

Resorting to religioa and us- 
ing the hijab as a means of 
ac&e^ng certaiD objectives is 
basically attributed, by resear- 
chen in the field, to the socio- 
economic changes that the 
Jordanian society has under- 
gone in the past 20 years. 


“These radical transformations 
initially drove youngsters to- 
wards materialistic piifposes 
and away ftom religfon,” ex- 
plains Z>r. Waleed Sarhan, a 
leading Jordanian psydiiatrist. 
“But later on, many youngs- 
ters found out that these 
dianges were psychologically 
tiireatening.” 

“The tendency towards 
wearing the veil is tiieiefore a 
violent reaction of certain indi- 
vidnals to the sndden hliera- 
tion which crawled into our 
society,” Dr. Sarfaan explains. 
The growing need for women 
to WD^ and to get fairer 
education has left ^ parents 
with no dK»ce but to protect 
thdr daoghters by way of the 
hijab. aims at protecting 
the diikl fimn sodal vices.” 
Dr. Sartian maintains. 

However some veiled 
women blame their parents for 
forcing tiiem to wear the hijab 
at an early age, (below ten 
yean), and tiiey fed unable to 
take it off now because of their 
fear of sodal criticism. 

“I wish they had let nie take 
if off for a couple of years,” 
says Ttiaam A., who was forc^ 
to wear the veil at the age of 
four. “Thou^ I am convinced 
from a zeli^ons point of view, 
^t 1 find myself bitteriy blam- 
ing my pare^ for tins,” Inaam 
says. 

“When I first wore, it I. was. 
totally convinced of .its need, 
tfaou^ it was my parents who 
made me wear it,” says Fadwa 
A., fourth year student in the 
faculty of sdenoe. “But now I 
want to take it off even though 
my parents as well as my 
friends have warned me 
against doing this.’' 

“My fiance does not really 
care, but h is his femily who 
keep nagging me all the time,” 
says A.S. who worics in a pri- 
vate company, “they even 
threatened me last time if I 
don’t comply with thdr condi- 
tions.” 

Another student in the art 
department refers to the hijab 
as a vital point Jorddanian men 
look for when they think of 
marriage. “Because tibere is a 
lot of moral ‘corruption' in onr 
sodety, men look for a ‘decent* 
girl u^n tb^ want to get 
married. And hijab. consi- 
dered as a sign dF ‘good man- 
ners* and dmnt behaviouT, 
men prefer veiled women,” 

she said. 

On the other hand, some 
male students at the Jordan 


University affirm that they 
would not mind unveiled 
women as long as they are 
“well mannered.” Some of 
them even maintained that 
some veiled women wear the 
faijab as a new fashion or to 
cover their “misconduct.” 

“I don't min d if she is wear- 
ing the hijab or not; it is a 
matter of prindple. *V^at real- 
ly interests me u ber way of 
thinking and her moral be- 
haviour,” according to Loaf 
Rabieh, a student in the school 
of biology. 

At the same time that 
women feel forced to wear the 
hijab. many others insist chat 
tile main reason that prompts 
them to do so is the sense of 
rrihge aixl tranquility that they 
get from wearing the hijab. 
Psychiatrists and social 
analysts attribute this senti- 
ment to the need to return to 
religion as a way to solve the 
contradictions that arise ftom 
having to cope with ihe 
accelerating changes in society 
today and to get rid of what is 
termed as unacceptable be- 
havioural pattern udiicb stem 
ftom Western culture. 

“The return to religion is 
basically due to the Cailare of 
the institutions to perform 
their roles properly ,” says Dr. 
Sabri Rubeihac, a sodoloffst 
and serving criininplogist at the 
Public Seicurity. . De^rtmeuL 
"The inability to cope with the 
continuous demand^ of every- 
day life influenced by modem 
firing norms has resnlted in the 
generation’s orientation co- 
wards religion.” 

Hisham A1 Sharabi, in bis 
book “A Theory of Distorted 
Change in tiie Arab Society,” 
attributes the increaring Isla- 
mic fundamentalism in the 
Arab World to its being the 
only hope left for tiie masses as 
other systems imposed in the 
patriarefaal system, failed to 
fulfill their sfuritual and identi- 
ty needs. 

If fundamentalism 
ai^ieared to the educated and 
politically conridous as a kind 
at refuge, to the broad masses 
it cuiKlituled an only hope — the 
only remaining source of 
rdentity and power... The sim- 
ple arid dir^ artioulation of 
ftindam wi taliigni presented the 
common person and the ftus- 
traied intellectual alike with a 
deeply satistying worid-riew, 
one in udticfa tiie self and the 
world were given in sndi cmn- 


prehenriveoess as to leave no 
question or doubt nnanswered. 
blamic fundamentalism prom- 
ises immediate solutions to all 
the problems neither the secu- 
larist nor the existing regimes 
have been able to solve,” Shar- 
abi points out in his book. 

However, personal dilem- 
mas are not limited to Jorda- 
nian women vriio wear the hi- 
jab. Many unveiled women are 
unsure of tbeir alrility to con- 
Cinue the same pattern of life 
styles. While most of them do 
not perform their daily prayers 
and other religions rituals, 
many secular women say that 
they will wear the veil sooner 
or later. 

“1 admit that 1 have been 
neglectful of my duty towards 
Islam especially in wearing the 
hijab; yet I know for sure &at I 
will wear it one day,” says Dr. 
Attiyat. “But I tfai^ this must 
come graduaDy until I am 
totally convinced that I should 
wear it and perform my full 
duties towards Allah (God),” 
adds Attiyat who is a school- 
teacher. 

The same refuse is edioed 
by many other women. House- 
wives, students and employees 
across the Kingdom say up- 
holding religion and wearing 
the bijab is inevitable' for 
them as Muslims. “No one can 
discuss the legitimacy of the 
hijab . and the grand wisdom 
tiiat lies behind it. but one 
needs to comprehend Islam 
fufiy and practise all rituals 
before being oonunitted to it,” 
says M. Sbeih, a bank em- 
ployee. “It is essential to be 
totalty ooDvinoed of wearing 
faijab so as not to have any 
sus{ricions of a reversal in her 
dedrion,” Sbeih adds. 

Particulariy aware of the im- 
portance of wearing faijab and 
its necessity as a com- 
plonentary to one’s religion, 
many Jordanian women find 
themselves guilty of tbeir 
attracdon to what they per- 
ceive as profane appearances 
and ideologies. They, as some 
of them say, suffer frequently 
from internal contradictions 
between ^at they desire and 
what they most do, feeling it 
bard to be committed to reli- 
gions obligations in their mod- 
em way ^ life. 

“Though I believe that I 
must wear hijab, I know that I 
can’t be committed to it,” says 
H. Abu Howaij. a housewife, 
“I befieve that daily prayers 


and commitment to all Islam’s 
duties are essential pares that I 
find myself ^t to do. X even 
thiwif of making tiie pilgrimage 
this year.” 

With no other motive but 
frdtb in God and de<^ rriigious 
belie&, many Musl^ women 
who wear the hijab feel it is the 
only way to avoid harassment 
by men as well as attain deep 
comfort in everyday fife. They 
insist tiiat hijab is an integral 
part of Zriam that every Mus- 
lim women must wear. 

In the book “Hijab in the 
Holy Book and Sunna (tradi- 
tion),” its writers cite difiexeDt 
sayings by Prophet Moham- 
mad and two Quranic verses 
whidi imply tiie necessity of 
Muslim women wearing faijab 
and the good effect it produces 
in the society. It refutes even 
all sayings that claim that 
women are pennitted to un- 
cover tiieir and palms by 
its allusion to different inci- 
dents and sayings of Proi^et 
Mohammad. 

One of the explanations that 
lies beyond the wisdom of 
wearing hijab is, according to 
Dr. Mohsin Abdul Hamd, 
who is one of the authors to the 
book, is to mam tain the men’s 
“psychological sanity” and 
preserving of “sound social re- 
lations.” 

ICjab is thus, according to 
MnsUm riem^ a ^kind^of pro- .1 
tection a necessity that' 
Muslim women must comply 
with particulariy in the present 
state of the Muslim nation 
where the Arab society is in 
(fire need of resorting to reli- 
gion and to the mor^ princi- 
ples Islam calls for. 

Insisting upon the apfHica- 
tion of the moral values and 
principles whirii Islam has 
preached for, some Muslim 
women foresee tiie revival of 
such values as essential and yet 
more important than wearing 
the hijab. They confirm hither- 
to the healthy consequences 
tiiis will produce on the sode- 

ty- 

“1 don’t befieve in wearing 
the hijab,” says Rana Hussein 
S., a government employee, 
“What we really need is at 
least to stop slandering one 
other, to treat eadi (Mher kind- 
ly and to be committed to 
Islam's morals as much as we 
can. I tirink tins is really much 
more impoitant than wearing 
the hijab, and it is w4iat we 
need at present.” 


6-month war 

(Continued from page 1) 

that a sriiition for tlie Kuwait crisis 
be linked to settlement of the 
Falestiflian problem. 

Islam, said, “advocates flexibil- 
ity. but firmness in dcafing with just 


“We respect international law, but 
iotemationa] law must be respected 
while tack l ing an proUems... there’s 
no room for double standards,” Sad- 
dam told bis visitioES. 

He said; “If WB 816 told fet'S 
resolve the Gulf crisis first and laier 
discoss the Palestine cause, our re- 
sponse is that Jenisaletn is dearer to 
us than ofl is to you. 

“We are a nation that reqtects its 
priorities,” 

ADuding m nUeinationa] rejection 
of Rnitifig the two issues on the 
grounds that such finkage would 
tUBao a victory for Iraq, the prea- 
deat smd: 

“If they regard the return of Jeru- 
salem a gain, rather than a right... 
then they sfx^d know that they are 
required to make sacrifices in order 
for international law to be re- 
tyiected.” 

He said be sought “stability and 
relations based on respect, non- 
inteiferenoe in the internal affairs of 
each otiier and the abstenthm from 
the use of force between peo{Ac of 
the re^n.” 

“Any step that brings us closer to 
these pimdples, we wffi not hesitate 
to take it, bie it political flexibflity or 
reooocilutiOD or aitything ebe. 

“But we will reject any stqj that 
moves ns away from th^ princi- 
ples... even if that {dunged ns in 
pools of Mood up to 'our chests,” 
Saddam said. 

He also stressed historical links 
that made Kuwait “{>art of Iraq.” 

Saddam vowed that he would 'iat 
use arms E^tiy. But if war is im- 
posed oo 05, we would fight and 
dt^iay all the meanings of Arab and 
Istairic boocRir.” 

Saddam said the United States bad 
whipped Security Council loembeis 
into line .and made slaves of them. 

“Where is the intemaxioiial legi- 
timacy? America raises the whip to 
slash the backs of tiiose who agreed 
to be its slaves. Shall I respect after 
that something called a Security 
Council resolution wfaiefa emesrges 
from this rotten dirt.” 

In a fiery sfieech he also attacked 
the morals of some Gulf rulers and 
accused them of wasting their oil 
wealth wfaQe bondieds of thousands 
in the world starved. 

“Arabs today are corrupt.. .in all 
aspects cf life, sooally, cabutally, 
id^ogKaOy, poGtically and econo- 
mically... there has been no field left 
without ooxTuption," be told the 
Muslim delegmion- 

Saddam was arited by riritois ab- 
out {rrc^xjsals for a boycott of the 
annual pQgrimage to Mecca and 
Medina because of the presence of 
U.S. and otbfer Western troo{)8 in 
Saudi Arabia. 

, His advice, aooording to INA, wu 
that Mustims “should perform the 
-Hajbntcaqif eg rejection (rf^tnjustioe 
and evil while they are in the sacred 
land.” 

The White House Saturday criti- 
cised Iraq for refusing to send its 
foreign tnuuster to Washingtoii thk 
weekend and inasted that “mutnaOy 
satisfoctoiy” dates for high-level 
meetings (m the Gulf crisis be sche- 
duled. 

In the latest development in the 
diqiute over the sdietfaling of talks 
by Bush more than two 
weeks ago, Iraq’s infoiuution minis- 
ter said Forogn Nfinister Tareq Axiz 
would not meet Bush on Monday. 

“Today's public annonnioeiDent is 
just a reafEuniation of the Iraqi 
unwillingness to deal seriously with 
die tasue,” Whrte House spokesman 
John Herrick said from the presideo- 
'tial retreat at Camp Davi^ vriiere 
Bush was qiending the weekend. 

"We have communicated to dm 
Iraqis that mutnally satisfectory 
dates should be set,” he said. 

Adz had been tentatively ex<- 
peeted u Washington this weekend, 
but Information hfinister Laiif Nas- 
sif AJ Jassem told British radio that 
there was no (lossibility of the meet- 
ing tftfcitig p lawt 

White House officials said di^ 
had not received official nodfication 
that Adz would not be oomiog to 
Washii^lton. 


“We don't opcct to receive any 
official hotificatioQ of this,” added 
aae oCScLbI. 

Even before the annoasoeineat, 
proqMCts for a Mraxhty meeting had 
been dim because of Inai’s refr^ to' 
see Baker in Baghdad before Jan. 
12 . 

U.S. offidals had skid that a date 
for the meeting between Baker and 
fewMatn most be agreed before the 
Busb-Aziz meeting could take place. 

Before leaving die White House 
for the weekend Friday, Bush toU 
reporters, “the Ariz meediig is oo 
b(5d,” I guess.” 

Benjedid 

(Contnoaed from page 1) 

an tiie Arab rights,” it said. 

Id Beiiut Benjedid, the fizst 
foreign bead of state to visit 
Lebanon in seven years, hold 
talks with President Elias Hrawi 
on efforts to end the dvfl war. 

Speaking before two rounds of 
talks with Hrawi, Benjedid 
vowed to support attempts to 
rebuild and unite Lebanon 
imder an Arab-backed peace 
pact after 15 years of war. 

“I hope OUT brethren in Lebar 
non unite and work to build their 
(XNintiy on the basis of brotfaeriy 
fbigjveness,** be told reporters 
at Hiavri’s residence in west 
Beirat, goarded by scores of 
Lebanese troops and Syrian 
security officers. 

Giraud 

(Conthnied from page 1} 

Western intelligence agencies 
had thought. 

The weekly said it was in- 
formed by scientists Bmno 


Stanmler aiid Walter Busse that 
Iraqi, soeatists- have built a fec- 
torv northwest of Baghdad for 
pnxfocing nudear centrifuges, 
witidi are eraential for making 
weapons grade uranium, and 
they have aho buiU a uraninm 
enritdiment laboratoiy in the 
southern outskirts of the capital. 

The Sooday Hmes said tech- 
nology for tte two plants was 
prov^ed "by at least a dozen 
Westexn companies'* which ful- 
filled orders from apparently in- 
nocent Iraqi Anns which werr. 
cover (Tpeiutions far securing 
mudsar wespoaf> knovdiow. 

Mt?rocco 

(Conticufri frum page t) 

said police in Fez suffered heavy 
casnsJties beczuzc Lhev cxcrcsed 
restraint, using waniiTTc r-hots, 
tear-gas end riubs » <i»Api^ise 
rioters. 

Authoririz: said a policeman 
was fataiiv nzbbcd when iiis 
was sunounifed by rioters, and :i 
civilian was to death by 

stampedics protesters during a 
police dtaigs. 

Eyewitnesses said tii?t before 
an uneasy cclir. returned on Sun- 
day, a phtinuacy wus bi^ricd 
down during the night hi i e 
M(mt Heuri quarter a.nd a idHr.? 
station pot to the torch cn ’Jit 
highway leading to ti:e town of 
Sefrou. 

Registers at Gfaassan*^ 
and the dty nergue ^3 

died Friday aud ^ on Saturday. 
Most of the dead brougfe* ?5r cr- 
Saturday '.vsre soldieri. 
mecfical sc-jrcc; quote'.! by Reu- 
tex5. 


• A LEADING INDUSTRIAL 

in Amman - Jordan 
Requires 

SALES MAN.4GER 

Qualifications required: 

1) Jordanian National 

2) Age 30 - 40 years 

3) Holder of University Degree 

4 ) Minim um 5 years of selling 
consumers’ goods. 

Qualified candidates are required to 
written applications with complete C.V. lincltc r:g iz'-i 
phone numbers) to: 

Personnel Manager 
P. O. Box 1368 
Amman - Jordan. 
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Ail applications will be treated in 5tr!:;S ^ 

dence. 
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A LEADING INDUSTRIAL 
. in Amman - Jordan 
Requires 


Am 
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MARKETING MA^ 




Qualifications required: 

1) Jordanian National 

2) Age 30 - 40 years 

3) Holder of University Degree 

4) Minimum 5 years of marketing experience i? 
consumers' goods. 

Qualified candidates are required to forvvard their hand 
written applications with complete C.V. (Including teie 
phone numbers) to: 

Personnel Manager 
P. O. Box 1368 
Amman - Jordan. 

All applications will be treated in strict sonfi"! 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW#YS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDIKG, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. reservations. 


1 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 

P.O.BOX 7606 

AMIAAN 





1 . 

1 

1 . 


8 


U 

1 

\ 


k 

1 

w 

1 

P« 

•) 

sa 


Sfc 

8 

bb 

4 



M: 


bo 


Ab 



TIk first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istCifcte, Mai Amman, near 
AhJiyy^ Girls School 

ta 


0|pefl daily 12 : 00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6 : 30 ~Midttigfit 

TeL 63890 $ 


G 



U 

^ CROWN I 
I INT’L EST. I 

B packing, shipping. H 
3 forwarding, storaging, m 
M clearing, door-to-door a 
I service ■ 


Agenu afl tmef tM «veri0 

Til: fM^. Fuc nS652 

The 2220S BE8MC0 JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 



Nc') ^^E•STi\U^^A^4T 


AUTHENTIC/l 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 

elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moJmie pnee^ 

shcmisani..id 

un nrandiiysl 




1 

I 


PACKING; : ; 
DOOR-TO-DOOR SERMCES- 
INTERAATIONAL FORWARprNG. 
Affi A SEA freight: 


TEL:62U775 FAX; 656 270 | 
1LX:.^ir23 POB.:815408 


vAMBAANJORDAiN 
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CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
6:30 ^Midnight 


\ 


STUMOHiUG 

■ 

\ 

Professional Ouaiity in 
1 Hour Servii^ 

Develop your colour film at 

our sb^ and get:- 

« JUMBO pbat^ 

sixe 30% iargmr 

* Free mntargm- 
mant 20 x 30 cm 

Stuneisani - 0pp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tei: 8Z3S91 



J 




RRST CLASS INDIAN 

iiimuimf 

special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily t2.30-3.30 pm 
7.30^1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibwards 3rd cade 


Telr659519 659520 



/f; 

r 4^Rent S- Sale 

Many villas and apartment^ 
are available for rent andf 
sale - furnished or uni^r-i 
nished. 

Also many lots of land ar^ 
available for sale 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoan Real 


rrel. 810605, 810809, 
Fax: 810520, 






TlwRi^mcyf^kKe Hd^ .**.* 

S 

LOBBY LOUNGE 

ktSABlL 




« 


DAILY PIANO 
entertainment 







RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 

Rental Dept 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 



Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrfates and 
Businessmen 






^^T^ccudo 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,lighters , 
ivatche$,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
•crystalware etc. 

Shmeisanj - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
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Liverpool extends lead as Gilbert reaches Grand Slam 


Arsenal challenge falters final in bad tempered match 


LONDON (R) — English 6 zst 
division leaders Liverpool added 
to the misery of bottom-placed 
Sheffield United on Samr^y as 
the Arsenal crcle diallenge Al- 
tered once again. 

Unhed's 24 defeat by Liver- 
pool matched the record for the 
poorest league start ever of 16 
gunes, set lost season by Hull 
City of the second division. 

A last-minute goal by ^^b- 
ledon saw Arsenal held to a 2-2 
draw at home — although the 
result ailcwed the gtumeis to 

equal their best unbeaten league 
Start, set in 1947. of 17 games. 

Arsenal, docked two points 
for disciplinary reasons last 
month, DOW traD file champions 
by four points. 

The real action, however, was 
away from the top of the table, 
where Chelsea scored a 6-4 away 
win over Derby County. 

'With two goak from centre 
forward Kerry Dixon and 
another from Gordon Dune, on- 
form Chelsea set up a 3-1 lead by 
half-time. 

But Derby began to daw their 
way back with a 62Dd-minute 
strike from midfielder Trevor 
Hebberd. 

Dean Saunders, who scored 
Derby’s lone first-half goal, 
added another in the 66 th mi- 
nute and Gary Micklethwite put 
them 4-3 ahead nine minutes 
later. 

It was to DO avail, however. 
Chelsea fired in three goals in 
the last quarter of an hour, 
induding an outstanding solo 
effort firom Durie. 

Coventry Gty, at home to 
Manchester United, looked set 
for their first league win since 
the arrival last month of player- 
manager Terry Butcher. 

Going into the last minutes of 
the match, Coventry led 2-1 and 
looked well in control. Tb'n 
United’s Danny 'Wallace struck 
an 39th-minute eqtialiser. 

Arsenal, who narrowly missed 
grabbing the first-division lead a 
week ago, looked poised for a 
useful win when striker Paul 
Merson and Captain Tony 
Adams put them 2-0 in front 
against l^fimbledoD some 10 mi- 
nutes before half-time. 


But '^^mbledon showed t]rpic* 
al resilience. Polish intematioaal 
Detzi Kruszynski had scored on 
the stroke of half-time, and 
sttiker John Fsshaan snatefad an 
equaliser in the 90th minute. 

WimbledoD's last minute let- 
off must have been especially 
sweet for Ray Harford con- 
firmed in midweek as foU-time 
manager after an increasingly 
successful spell as caretaker. 

Arsenal were the opponents in 
Harford’s first match as caretak- 
er after the resignation of Bobby 
Gould at the beginning of the 
season. Wimbledon lost chat 
linatcn 3 - 0 . 

Liveipool, who lost their un- 

beaten league record to Aisenal 

two weeks ago, fielded a more 
attacking side against hapless 
Sheffield United. 

But United were spirited in 
their resistance, foiling a string 
of Liverpool moves in the first 
half before the champions even- 
tually broke throu^. 

Goals from John Barnes in the 
61st minute and Ian Rush in the 
75th finally earned Liveipool the 
three points. 

Elsewhere, Manchester City 
snatched victory in a fine five- 
minute late spell at home to 
Tottenham Hotspur. 

Spurs’ midfielder Paul Gas- 
coigne opened the scoring in the 
26th minute, slamming home the 
ball after a neat one-two with 
England striker Gary Lineker. 

ButGty came into their own in 
the second half. Captain Steve 
Redmond shot the equafiser a 
quarter of an hour before the 
final whistle and Mark Ward 
completed a deserved Gty vic- 
tory from the penal^ spot in the 
80th minute. 

There was no respite for 
Queen’s Park Rangers, who 
slumped to their ninth successive 
defeat, beaten 2-1 at home by 
Nottingham Forest. 

Norwich came from behind to 
gain a 2-1 win at Sunderland. 
Cordon Armstrong gave the 
home side a 14th minute lead, 
but Norwich netted twice after 
the break through Tim Sher- 
wood and the dimgerous Dale 
Gordon. 

England midfielder David 


Platt converted a 78tfa 
spot kick to salvage a point for 
Aston Villa after Ma^cw Lc 
Tissicr put Southampton in front 
just before half-txine. 

In Scotland, Rangers stzetdi- 
ed their premier division lead 
with a comfortable 3-0 victory 
over struggling St. A^zren. 


The champions arc now three 
points ahead of Aberdeen and 
four dear of Dundee Uuhed, 
who were both held to draws. 

Former England striker Mark 
Hateley was at the centre of 
Rangers' oomfortable trium{A. 

He made the first goal for 
Mark Walters — his 11& of the 
season — after seven minutes, 

and was brought down in the 
box. allowing Mo Johnston to 

score from the spot after 70 

minutes. 


Hateley then completed a 
great afternoon's work by bead- 
ing home the third 11 minutes 
later. 


Meanwhile Dave Bassett’s 
fovourite joke at the moment is 
about a man who walks into a 
pub and announces that his dog 
is a Sheffield United fan. 

“What’s more.” he says, “my 
dog does tricks. When United 
lose be acts dead, when they 
draw be does somersaults.” 
“And what does he do when 
United win? asks the barman. 

“I don’t know.” the man rc- 
pUes. ‘Tve only had him two 
years. 


^th United now tying with 
Hull Gty for the poorest ever 
league start — 16 games without 
a win — manager Bassett relies 
increasingly on his well-known 
sense of hnmoor. 

“ni have to take that record. 
I've got quite a few already in Che 
book for when I write my life 
story," be joked after United 
lost 2-0 away to liverpooL 

He added: *Tve got to believe 
we can still stay up. You keep 
putting on your smiling fooe but 
I’m getting sick of being told we 
were unlucky. 

“1 don’t like being unlucky, 
rd rather be the worst team in 
the land and win. That’s my idea 
of entertainment.” 


MUNICH, Germany (R) — 
Tempers flared when BiW Gil- 
bert beat fellow American David 
Wheaton to reach the final of the 
S 6 -ffliI£on Grand Slam Cup. 

Gilben, who won the semifin- 
al 6-3 3^ 7-6 2-6 6-4, and 
Wbeatmi had to be pulled apart 

after a nasty, face-to-faoe row 
over a dispnted point and both 
r e cei v ed wammgs for their be- 
bavionr. 

In the other all-American 
semifinal, U.S. open cfaa m p ri on 
Pete Ampras beat Michael 
Chaqg for the first time in six 
meetings, reaching Sunday's fo- 
al widi a 6-3 6-4 6-4 victory. 

With a guaranteed S9 mOlioD 
at stake fo die semifinal win- 
ners, feelings were ranniz^ high 
in Munich's Olympiaballe. 

The crowd, some 5,000 
strong, held up play for several 
minutes. Miistling and booing, 
when GilbcTt was awrarded a 
(fisputed point in the third set 
de-break against Wbeaton. 

British umpire Stephen 
Winyard has over-ruled a line 
jndge's can against Gifoert, giv- 
ing the 29-year-old a 7-6 Ic^ in 
the oe-bte^. 

Wheaton protested to no avail 
and, when play oontmued once 
the crowd lud quietened down, 
he lost the tie-break 7-9. 

As the two men passed each 
other at the next efa^ge of ends 
a stand-up argument broke out 
and tournament referee Ken 
Farrar and another official had 
to pun the players apart before 
they came to blows. 

^tb were given warnings for 
unsponsmaniike behaviour. 

Gilbert, a last-mimite replace- 


ment for injured cooqiatziot 
Andre Agasti, had already re- 
ceived a warning for a time 
violation late in the third set. 

But the two men, had 
met three times before widi Gil- 
bert always the winner, shook 
hands when the matdi ended 
after tinee boon and 53 mi- 
nutes. 


net paid off. The l&-ycarK)ld 
Chang, hanging back, was 
wmgfit out by a volley for the 
only break of tiw first set. 

Chai^, who also took his 
place m the record books when 
be became the youngest man to 
win the French Open last year, 
rare^ threatened Sampras on Ills 


Wheaton, who beat world 
number three Ivan Lendl in the 
quarter-finals, j^yed well at the 
net but had to with a foot 
proUem early in the matdi. 

Three times during the 
change-ovexs be called on the 
tournament doctor to e xamin e 
his left foot. 


A single break of save was 

enou^ to decide the first two 
sets as well as the fourth, when 
Gilbert surrendered set-p(fot on 
a double fault. 

Wheaton and Chang took 
home S4SO.OOO while Gilbert 
and Samixas will play for the 
$ 2 -millioo first prize in thb new 
event wfaidi carries no ranking 
points. 


Sampras and Chang grew vis- 
ibly ihed in the third set and 
both the thM and fourth games 
Went six tunes to deuce arxl four 
(0 break-point before the 

server held. 

But then, after an exchange of 
breaks, Sampras took the upper 
band. He broke Chang to love, 
heljied by a double fault, and 
served out to take victory on his 


But the 19-year-okl Sampras, 
who 'battled to victory des{^ 
painful blisters on his feet, had 
other things that money on his 
mind when he faced Chang 
across the carpet co ur t. 

“It is more important for me 
to beat Chang th^ to make one 
minion dollars.” said Sampras, 
the youngest man ever to win die 
U.S. OpOT. 

“We have been rivals since we 
were 10 years old and I have 
never bera able to beat him 
before." 

Sampras's superiority at the 


Giiben played down the ind- 
dent with 'Wheaton after their 
semifinal. 

*Tt was just die beat of the 
moment," he said. “We axe 
playing for a lot of money." 

'Beaton, though, was stUl 
smarting. “That was SI million 
mistake from that snmpire, 
whatever his name ts," he said. 
“There is no way he can swear on 
the Bible and say that be was 100 
per cent sure thm he could ovex- 
’tulc.” 


He said the argument started 
after Gilbext oomplaiDed that 
Wheaton’s brother, John, was 
sboudng at the u m p i re from the 
stands about the disputed calL 
“t don't like to get involved in 
a thing like that — tennis is a 
gentleman's sport — but I wili 
always stidc up for family 
and be just invaded my qiaoe," 
Wheaton said of Gilbm. 


Werder 


Bremen 


Kasparov near victory 
in world title chess 


{ 


tops 


Bundesliga 


Galvano wins world boxing title 



MONTE CARLO (Agendesl— 
Mauro Galvano of Italy over- 
came a fierce late challenge by 
Argentine Dario Matteoni to 
win the vacant World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super- 
middleweight crown on a unani- 
mous points decision. 

Two judges gave 26-year-old 
Galvano a one-point lead over 
Matteoni, who was once 
coached by former world mid- 
dleweight champion Carlos 
Monzon, while the third gave 
the Itelian a four-point ad^- 
tage. 

Galvano took over the title 
from Sugar Ray Leonard, who 
relinquished it earlier this year 
to seek the super-welterweight 
world crown of fellow American 
Terry Morris. 

From the start, the more skil- 


fuLGalvarx) was made to fight 
hard by Matteoni, a 30-year-old 
boxer with an impressive pnn- 
ching record. 

But tbe Italian managed to 
contain the Argentine's tnitial 
flurry to take command from tbe 
fourth round of the 12 -round 
contest. 


Matteoni, who was cut over 
the left eye in the sixth round, 
hit back with a late rally which 
nearly paid off in the 12 th round 
when a badly-shaken Galvano 
was nearly knocked out. 


Cau^t by a flurry of ri^t 
hooks and ferodons uppercuts, 
Galvano showed tremendous 
bravery to survive tbe round and 
win the final decisioa. 

’The result extended die Ita- 
lian’s r ecor d to 16 wins, two 


draws and one loss. It .was Mat- 
teoni’s second defeat in a record 
of 26 wins. 20 inside the dis- 
tance, and one draw. 

“h^tteoni is sot a good boxer 
but he’s a pandnng beast. He 
has iron arms and r^es only on 
power. I knew that. My tactics 
were to hit him and run." Calva- 
no said. 

“In tbe 11th tomxl I must say 
be hit me hard, but 1 managed to 
stay up, thinking about the tide. 
1 knew I had won even before 
tbe decision.” 

“I am terril^ disappointed. 
Galvano did ixrdnng. I took all 
tbe initiatives.” Matteoni said. 
“The only tfa^ be did was to 
ran away from me.” 


! BONN (R) — 'Werder Bremen 
i took a one-point lead into the 
! German BundesUga’s winter 
break after defending champion 
Bayern Mnnidi. their closest riv- 
als. were held to a draw. 

Bayern drew 1-1 at straggling 
Bayer Uerdingen a day after 
Werder, the 1988 Bundesliga 
cha m ^no ns , had achieved a 2-1 
victory ax Bochum thanks to two 
goals by New Zealand striker 
Wynton Rnfer. 

Ifonr matches were postponed 
because of snow, frustrating 
Kaiserslantern’s chances of lead- 
ing tbe field into the two-montfa 
und-season break. 

Kaiserslantein were left in 
third place, two points behind 
Werder. after snow made the 
pctdi unplayable for tiieir borne 
Ha«h against Cologne. 

Roland Wohlfarth. tbe 
league's leading marksman, 
beaded Bayern into a S5tii- 
minnte lead at Uerdingen to 
take his season’s goal tally to 11 . 


LYON, France (R) — Reigning 
world chess diampion Giuiy 
Kasparov pushed challenger 
Anatoly Karpov to tbe brink of 
elimination from their title 
match Saturday, with a fia^ 
41-move srin in the 20tb game. 

Kasparov now leads tte 24- 
game series 11-9, with four wins, 
two losses and 14 draws. 

Kasparov, playing white, com- 
bined speed and power to un- 
leash a ferocious attadc on the 
black king, which eventually 
caused his challCTger Jiuge mate^ 
rial kisies. 

Karpov was forced to defend a 
very risky position with only 
scoondls sepantixtt him fr om loss 
by forfeit. 

The diampion manipulated 
tbe game in his- best crowd- 
{deasing style, sacrificing assets 
to strip Ins opponent of defen- 
ders, then invading to recoup his 
investment with interest. 

Tbe j^yeis exchanged a firm 
handshake at the end of the 
game as applause erupted from a 
capacity crowd of ab^ 1,000 in 
Lj^’s Falaa de Gongies. 

Despite tfaeir long-running 
rivalry and tiie drama of tbe 
day's clash, the players remained 
onstage for several nunntes. dis- 


w«wpg the intricades of the 


Experts gave Karpov credit 
for tddng dianges to provoke a 
crisis — bad badly needed an 

equalising 

Karpov's two-point deficit is 
made even more daunting by the 
clause in die competition rales 
that will allow Ka^«rov to keep 
his crown in the event of a 12 - 12 . 
tie. 

Kasparov was understandably 
enthusiastic about .the game. 

‘Tm satisfied . 3^1 fi^O- 

fy won"’^ ' game ui my old ' 
st^," be said. 

“After game 19 he saw diat I* 
wasn’t going to take any risk and 
that's why he decided Co fight 
today — he’s great fighter- 

“He doesn't care how much 
be loses by — one point, two 
points — only wants to win 
tbe matdi.'' 

“It wasn't the best game bnt it 
was the most c ff e ctire — bad 
Inck.” Kasparov laughed. 

The next game is sdieduled 
for Monday, with Karpov having 
the advanta^ of the white 
pieces and therefore the first 
move. 

Each player has one time-out 
left to pos^xme a game. 


Mutton’ Jeff 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

’TO MwSiM SoriC#! fOC 



ANS^XRS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q,1 — Pa S3U!h. vulnerable, you 

'♦7“’ AK7652 AK8 ♦ATI 

The biedirtg has proceeded; 

Sooth W'e»i North East 

1 * Pass 2 ♦ Pass 


double — pass. 


Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 


Wjia: io you bid now? 

A-— Sin^ a jump 5hifi ^ho^s either 
a icif-saffi-Jcnt ^ ail or support for 
pann;r*s jui:. you are heading for 
s!an3. The oni> question is where— 
spades or hcins. Bid three hcaru. If 
partner raises, it's bconceivable 
Azx take ail the tricks. If 

he rebids spades, a grand slam is not 
as certain, so cue-bid to investigate. 


hold: 

♦ « TXQJ1Q5 :-73 ♦J10962 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Earn ScmCJi West 

17 I ♦ 4 7 4 4 

Dbl Pass 7 

Wha: action do you cake? 

A.— Your preemptive raise to four 
beans cold partner you have a slew 
of hearts, a distributional hand and 
nothing in the way of defense. De- 
spite that, partner eleaed to double 
four spades. Trust your partner. 
Pass. 



WHV are you 1 IMTRYlNG 
TUlJNfMS a OP TO TONE OUT 
AND DOWN? J THE TENOR 
WrtV DON'T f ■ '1^ Trte 
VOO LEAVE f OUARTETTE* 
IT ALONE?/ I don't UK£ 


STATIC.' 


Si \ 




☆ 





Andy Capp 


Q-2 —As South, vulnerable, you 
hold ’ 

• AK1065 '7 .AQI5 ♦KIOS 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Soatb Wcsi NortI] East 

1 « Pass Z 4 Pass 


Q.5 — As South, vulnenble, you 
hold: 

♦AQ73 A : A6 «KJ10762 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Soath West North East 
1 ^ Pass 1 7 Pass 



Wha: do you bid now? 

A. — There h a temptation to jump 
to thrrr diamonds. However, two 
diamonds ' ow would be forcing be- 
cause of partrer's two-over-onc re- 
spond. end we prefer that bid 
fcHcwed by a jump in clubs, which 
nice'.v desciibn all tbe salient fea- 
tures cf yo-jr hand. A jump to three 
diamonds should be reserved for a 
strong spade-diamond two-yuiter. 


What do you bid now? 
A.—There's no sense in jumping 
around until you have an idea where 
you west to play the contract. R^d 
one spade and wait to hear how 
partner reacts. Should be pass, it’s 
unliiceiy that you will have missed 
game. 



S>LUNCM, 
f AWT& 

{ ITWfNK 
>VC5U'R£ 
'^OfNGTO 
BEUNLUCld/ 




Q.3— Av Souih. -ulnsrable, you 
hdis* 

'4AQJ72 :«4 .AQ7 *9104 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Soalh West Noitfa East 

1 ♦ Pas I NT 2 7 


Wha! action do you take? 

A.— Vou have a minimum, albeit a 
very attractive one. However, part- 
ner quite likely has only two spades 
on this auction, and unless he can 
act again, this hand is going no- 
where. Don’t expose yourself to a 


Q.6— As Soutii, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q6 TQ93 :aQ 10543 4KQ 
The bidding has proceeded: 

.Nenh East Sovtii Wed 

1 « Pass 2 V Pass 

3 4 Pass 7 

'What do you bid now? 
A.'—Panner’s high reveise has im- 
proved your hand considerably— 
you have useful cards in both his 
suits. For the momem, though, 
there's no need to bid any more than 
three diamonds. Panner has created 
a one-roood force, so ^ve him 
room to complete the description of 
his hand. 


?7 TjjCPS 




■mOSE AX= THE O 


LIKET03UV?cto5VJ=AKJ 

POX CMXIST.VUS.. 


{ wmerearevou 

eOlNGTOoET 
■pjJENTY-PiVE 
DOLLARS? . 


'^TMAT'S 

THE 

PROBLEM 


MAVBE VOU 
COULD SELL 
YOUR DOS.. 


I TAKE IT BACK.. 
HE^ PROBABLY ONLY 
WORTH RFTY CENTS 




JORDAN 


MONDAY, 



osco 


tOUSCJ^ST FOR MONDAY MQsmbmc I7, lOTO 
homas S. Parson, Astrologer, Carroff FSgtitBr Founc 


general TENDENCIES: 

Make it apomt to be on die alert to 
find an unexpected benefit feffing 

hx yom Itp esp pw you ft new 

^^ew-point and a new dcmeiit of 
protection in whatever you fed is 
moat vitaL 


then make tinic tningiiig bread to 
yennetf by your own 
effists, advke. 


AMBfe CMudi21 to^efl 19) Sb 
<|o«i] Mid really dwam n i with your 
psitncis just what you a nd Acy 
gi, do to improve your prcaoit 
joint ventuzea and make your 


22) You have ebarm aod the abSty 
to inqicea odiea widi your own 
socU qoalitia now so take tbe 
time to build iq> your atr a cti vene ss 
to odieis. 


SCOBHOi (October23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Ycmr favtnite activity next 
to namaiioeiB gettiog at the root of 
tint pexplRKS or puofes 


TAURUS: (April 20 to 
This is an ezcelkst day for you 


SAGITTARICS.- (November 22 


Should aho please yem wm xme a. 

GEMSSt (May 21 to June ^) 
Whatever you have in nund requir- 
ing the goodwfll and active alUanoe 

(fl charmers who fasdnare and 
bring ant the best hi yon is fine 
now. 


mmn CHILIXREN: f June 22 to 


July 21) Now that you hav e it in 
your power to axiange the many 
peisooal family interests tiiat are 
iii t i mr t a nt- do SO cvciy avaflaUe 


and that baching you need if you 
are to bring to yomielf the person- 
al deazes you wanL 

CAFKXCOBN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Yon would be wise to 
be very cfaaEnnng and agreeable to 
anyone witii whooi ym oome in 
ooidact that has to do vrith any- 


thing oc an oxocnl natme. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni- 
aiy 19) Thtnir oQt what yon can 
do in Older to ezpmid your 


f (July 22 to Angus 21) 'What- 

ever yon would Eke to do that does 

xequhe addilkMial mfonnation can 
be aided now by hxridng into every 
available so aro e for that date. 


Mid be about nshig 


VIRGO: (Angus 22 to Sqjtember 
22) Think out bow you can have 
move of this world’s goods and 


PISCES: (February 20 to Idazcfa 
20) Whatever you have in mind 
tti.r neoessitBtes some additional 
activity qienz oa dcring what you 
have agreed is fine even though 


some more time is needed. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“I didn’t cook any of it. You burn 
up more calories trying to chew 
frozen food!” 




Unaeranible ttwae fou- JumUea, 
one tattar to each aqum^ to form 
tour ordhwiy words. 


RONED 


GHEED 



CHOROB 



ii-ia 







HOLURY 


IVK4T THE BAKEK 
TURNEE7 COVIEI7IAN 
KNEW HOW TO MAKB. 






Now arrange the cifcied letters to 
form ttie surpiiea answer, assug- 
gaated by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtoe: BOUND BUOPE DBJUGE FORMAT 
Aneww: vvbat tbe n» mercharx's jokes did— 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Martha J. E>aWlR 


ACROSS 
1 Pick up 


5 Whittta 
9 Weight 

13 Wander 

14 The Ram 

16 Woodwind 

17 infreouently 

20 Small 

21 So^fst 


23 Oleaglnoua 

24 Discordant 
26 Los — . NM 
28 Gave luster lo 

31 Pale purple 

32 Fr. entree 

33 Afternoon 


35 inmqu€fitfy 
39 Peccadiito 


41 Maureen or 
John 

42 One who 



45 Oiarnonds and 
rubies 

46 Afphabet run 

47 Name on a 





marquee 
^ SO City 
St Gulp 
52 Hiatus 
55 tofreauentfy 

58 Leftovers 

59 Vibrato 

60 Symbol of 
hMness 

81 Not care a — 

82 Otiose 

83 Go 


t Boats front 
end 

2 Tods 

3 Tatting 

* Mareerlles 
Mrs. 

5 Door pans 

6 "Tiie Sheik 
of — 


9 ^baggers 

10 Black to poets 

11 Nutriment 

12 Shoe size 

15 Append 
10 Creziness 
19 Agu 

23 Gen. Bradley 
^ Place of 
sacrtllce 

25 Porters 

26 Biack-and- 
blue 

27 Coeur d*—, ID 
28, A Champion 

* 1 B ia B 


Saturday* s Piiyyle Sotwad: 


7 Kids 
ft Lamprey 


30 Plow man 
K Gadded about 
34 Anecdote 
cofiectfons 
3fi Begi/tninc to 
devetop 

37 Senility 

38 Norse god 

« L^t adorned 

44 Shatter 

45 Repress 


H2HS nnnn naoFin 
nnnn nnnn nnruin 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnn^nnn 

pnnnnn nnnn nnra 
ngHPin nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nngn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 

nnnnnnnni^niniinnn 

nnnrin nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 


47 Pig feed 
4ft Dfsdaloful 
sound 

49 Decorath/e 
receptacle 

50 Outer* praf, 

51 Glided 


52 YiM 

53 Church word 

54 Await 


sattiemant 
56 Blbbcal 
fton 

ST Dull 


I 
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France gets 
best inflation 
news in nearly 
five years 

PARIS (R) — French consumer 
prices fell 0.2 per cent last month 
compared with October, the first 
month-on-montfa drop since 
February 1986, the finance 
mimstry has said. 

The national statistics office, 
INSEE, attributed the drop to a 
decline in oil prices after three 
months of sh^ increases fol- 
lowing the outbreak of the Gulf 


The rise in prices in the year to 
die end of November was 3.6 per 
cent, down from 3.9 per cent in 
October. 

*Tq spite of die rise in oil 
prices to the events in the 
Gulf, the rise in prices in France 
in 1990 win not exceed the in- 
crease in 1989 (of 3.6 per cent),” 
the ministry said. 

Both the ministzy and inde- 
pradent analysts said the under- 
lying infladoD rate, exduding 
oO, contained even better news. 

After stripping out energy 
paices, the ministry pot French 
inflation at a year-on-year three 
per cent in November against 3.1 
per cent in October. 

“In tern ai prices are therefore 
wen under control and are even 
showing a H^t tendency to 
come down,’* it said. 

*nTie figures oonfiim that if 
you take oat the gyrations in 
energy prices, yon have no infla- 
tion probelm here.” said Christ- 
opher Potts, an economist widi 
Btmqne Incfosnez. 

Assnming France ended 1990 
with a 3.6 per cent inflation rate 
and oil prices averaged S2S a 
barrel next year, Frnich infla- 
tion could fail to three per cent 
in 1991, he said. 

The official forecast for 1991 
remains 2.8 per cent. 

Ireland sees 
very tough *90 

DUBLIN (R) — The Irish cen- 
tral bank hcs forecast a sharp foil 
in Ireland's growth rate next 
year, while lonanoe Minister 
Alb^ Reynolds said 1991 will 
be ‘*veiy tough .and ditBcnlf?.’' 
The economy woi^ grow 
per cent in 1991, cbmpaied with 
a projected five per cent growth 
rate tins year, the bank said in Hs 
latest quarterly forecast. Infla- 
tion would be kept to 3.S per 
cent, but unenqiloymeat would 
be unlikely to it said. 'Hie 
intemational market place will 
not be as benign as it was this 
year or last year,” Reynolds told 
Irish state radio. Warning tiie 
Iiaish that they would have to 
keep tightening their belts, be 
said: '‘Definitely the (January) 
budget will not be a giveaway 
budget.** 


Pakistan starts privatisation 
drive with Muslim bank 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Pakistani government opened its 
promised drive to privatise 
enterprise Saturday by inviting 
Inds for the profi^le Muslim 
Commerdal Bank (MCB). 

It put up a 26 per cent share in 
the MCB for auction to a single 
bidder. The buyer wQl take over 
management of the bank and 
undeiWite a public ofier of the 
remaining 25 per cent of shares 
being sold. 

T^ MCB, vriiicfa has 1,270 
branches, made pre-tax profits 
of 2S0 mOKnin nipees ($11.4 mil- 
lion) in 1989, up flom 227 mil- 
Kod ($10.3 million) the year be- 
fore. 

The government announced a 
minimnm bid price of 35 rupees 
($1.6) a share, which would 


swell Its coffers by l.(B billion 
rapees ($46 niillion) and cut the 
massive budget deficit. 

But banking unions said tiiey 
would opi^ privatisation and 
were meeting to plan their cam- 
paign. 

**The privatisation of the 
MCB is neither in the interest of 
the staff nor of the people or the 
government,** said the head of 
the MCB employees union, 
Mohammad Kham. 

Khan said he feared many of 
the bank’s nearly 13,000 woikeis 
would lose thw jobs and loss- 
malring branches in raral areas 
woul be closed. 

The unions have long opposed 
privatisation and effectively jxe- 
vented the fonner government 
of Benazir Bhutto from selling 


shares in foe MCB. 

The sale of a 51 per cent stake 
in the MCB is foe start of a 
privatisation drive promised by 
Prime Nfinister Nawaz Sharif 
shortly after he took office in 
November. 

Finance Mims^ Sartaj Aziz 
says foe success of the MC3 sale 
wffl determine how quickly the 
government poshes ahead with 
plans to sell foe three commer- 
cial banks nationalised in 1974 
and other public enterprises. 

A gOTcrnment source said foe 
Adamjee family, whidi created 
tile MCB in 19^, will be gjven 
first refusal by die government 
to buy the 26 per cent share 
stake on offer. But it would have 
to oooqiete with other bidders 
on price, he added. 


M 


will help M 


DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (R) 

— General Motors (G.M.) says 
foe Gulf crisis had a sflver lini^ 

— it gave the Chevy the reputa- 
tion of a fost get-away car. 

G.M.’s director for the ^ddle 
East, Terry lodge, said the com- 
pnay expected improved busi- 
ness this year and next deqnte 
the loss of a rich market in 
Kuwait. 

G.M. relies on the Chevrolet 
Caprice Sedan that sells for 
around 90,000 Saudi riyals 
($24,000) and the suburban util- 
ity vdncle for abont 80 per cent 
of its sales in the region, he said. 


The redesigned Caprice 
should do wen, he said, because 
of a ‘'good reputation for getting 
people out of Iraq. It turn^ out 
to te a good cross-desert vehi- 
de. Iraqi troops in off-road vehi- 
cles couldn’t keep up with 
them.** 

He said G.M. ex p ected to sell 
40,000 vehicles in the Middle 
East tins year compared whb 
about 36,000 last year and sees 
sales inqirovifig another 10 per 
cent in 1991. 

Though some private buyers 
in the Gulf region are holding off 
on buying new luxury cars dw to 
uncertainty, be said G.M. in the 


Middle East is now pindied by a 
vehicle shortage. 

Before Iraq’s invasion, 
Kuwait account^ for abont 25 
per cent of G.M.’s business in 
the Middle East. 

Lost Kuwaiti business, Indge 
said, has been absOTbed by new 
demand from Saudi authorities 
and others in the region, indud- 
ing Kuwaiti eriies in Sanfo Ara- 
bia. 

There has been new demand, 
he said, for full-size buses be- 
cause "the more troops, the 
more workers you haire” tire 
greater demand is for transport 
vehicles. 


Iran’s central 
h ank attacks 
government 
for interference 


NICOSIA (R) — The governor 
of the Iranian central bank has 
accused the govenunent and 
parliament of econcmiic nrisman- 
agement by interfering in monet- 
ary polices. 

Mohammad-Hossein Adeli 
told a news conference Saturday 
foe government and foe Majlb 
(parflament) made monetary de- 
cisions “whereby fo^ dictate 
siqipty of money and its rates to 
the society in a practice whiefa 
has adversely affected the eco- 
nomic system in the country. 

**Uniainiliar with tire negative 
or positive impacts of the iq>- 
plxcation of monetary devices, 
we have not e^qiloited those de- 
vices to the optimum... as a 
result our policies have served to 
overlook... the independence of 
the central bank,** be said rn a 
rare critidsm. 

Adeli's leinarks, carried by 
the national news agency IKNA, 
did not refer to any specific 
monetary policy advocat^ by 
the government. 

But he hinted that rival 
monetary autiiorities were in- 
vesting public funds in projects 
without the approval of the 
banking system. 

“Banks are trustees of tiie 
people in relation to tlMix de- 
posits and their savings. Accord- 
ing to the Islamic bankmg sys- 
tem, the banks are not afloat 
to invest peoples’ deposits on 
projects and enterprises contrary 
to thdr agreements with depost- 
tors,” he pointed out. 


Inflation 
in Israel 
hits 17% 

TEL AVIV (A^ — Israel’s 
consumer price index rose 1.3 
per cent in November, matching 
foe year-earlier rate but down 
from 1.7 per cent in October, the 
government has said. The index, 
vriiidi measoxes price changes 
for a fixed marketbasket of 
goods and services, has risen 
17.1 pei-oent sinoe- the-start of 
foe. year. > Economists- predict 
that Israel’s inflation rate for the 
year will exceed 18 per cent. 
Israel radio said muefo of the 
Novemtm rise reflected higher 
prices for food. The increase in 
housing costs was more moder- 
ate foan in earlier months, v/txa 
rents and mortga^ prices were 
driven up xafudiy by a shortage 
caused by the influx of 
thousands of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants. 

The radio said the average 
Israeli family’s montiily con- 
sumption costs was 3490 shekels 
($1,795) in November. 


Oil seen in decline as fuel 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 
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Central Bank offidai rates 




Bpy 

ScO 

• 



U.S. Mar 

661.0 

6G5.0 

Japancic yen (for lOQ) 

497.2 

500,2 

PDoad Steiting 

1280.1 

1287.8 

Dotefa gtdldcr 

395.5 

397.9 

Deutsefaemafk 

446.2 

448.9 

Swedish aown 

118J 

119.0 

Swiss fimoc 

519-7 

522.8 

Italian lira (far lOCf) 

59.1 

59.5 

Frcndi fniic 

131.2 

132.0 

B^taa &anc (for 10) 

215.4 

226.7 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Some 
environmentalists are hoping 
that foe ofl shock that followed 
the Iraqi invasioa of Kuwait will 
help convince the world to has- 
ten a switdi to solar power, 
vdneb they consider inevitable 
anyway. 

“Hie end of the fossil-fuel age 
is now in sig^t...,” said a study 
by the Woridwatdi Institute, a 
private group finaiw-d ^ Uq. 
ited Nations organisations and 
private foundations. 

is a danger to peace, a 
(lapgerous pdhr^t aind not that 
cheap, argued Quistopho- Flar 
vin, vice president of Woil- 
dwateb. He is co-antiior with 
Nidiolas Lenssen of “Beyond 
the Petrolenm Age: Designing 
the Solar Economy.” a pan^phlet 
made public Satinday. 

Flavin told a news conference 
that foe choice is between a 
gradnal transition from oil, en- 
couraged by government policies 
and market forces, and a sudden 
emergency shift amid economic 
and social chaos in the future. 

“While oil dependence may 
seem inevitable and pennanent, 
it could tom out to be shorter 
tiian the 200-year age of coal,” 
foe study sai^ “... fri the im- 
mediate future, a diaotic oil 
market may do the most to alter 
global energy trends. When 
Iraq’s tanks rumbled into 
Kuwait in August 3990, the 
world sofEexed its third ofl shock 
in just 17 years.’* 

The American Petroleum In- 
stitute, whiefa represents the in- 


dustry, disagreed. 

“The U.S. Department of 
Energy forecasts that 10 years 
from now wSl still contribute 
almost the same proportion of 
America's energy supply that it 
does today...,’* it said in a state- 
ment. 

“In the fiitnre, energy from 
solar, wind and geothermal 
sources may inde^ become 
more important omnponents of 
the U.S. and worldvride energy 
mix,” the American Petroleum 
Institute said. “However, it 
^muldhe a mistalce for Ihelhs. 
to pursue poUefes to exdnsive^ 
stimulate these tedmologies.” 

Woridwatdi said scientists be- 
lieve the amount of carbon th at 
goes into the air, much of it from 
burning oil and coal, must be cut 
by 60 to 80 percent to stabilise 
foe dimate but that foe amount 
has actually been xking. It put 
the increase at 100 mflUon ton- 
nes a year since 1986, to an 
ammal total now of nearly six 
billion tonnes. 

One of its recommendations, 
however, was that more energy 
be generated by burning plant 
material, such as wood, sugar- 
cane waste and other forms of 
“biomass.” Co-author Flavin 
asserted that there is no net gain 
of carbon from burning Inomass 
if rqilaoement cre^ are planted 
because they will absorb carbon 
from the atmosphme. 

Woridwatdi also suggested re- 
placing ofl by windmills and by 
ifootovoltaic cells that make sun- 
light directly into electridty. 


Norway, though en important 
oil producer, already gets more 
than half its power from other 
sources — electridty produced 
by its abundant forests and water 
resources, it said. 

It suggested that northern 
Europe come to rely more 
on wind, biomass, solar uxd wa- 
ter power. Norfo Africa and foe 
Middle East more on direct sun- 
light, and South East Aaa on 
wood, farm wastes, sunlight and 
geothermal energy. 

-World Resources Ip^tute, 
still' dhotlter 

grobp; t^ned a r^irt T^Uraday 
fevouring'd^elopment of cars 
that run on di&xent fuels. It 
noted that BMW and Mercedes 
Benz in Germany have produced 
cars powerd by hydrogen, for 
research purposes, and that 
General Motors is already sell- 
ing an electric van. Hydrogen 
produced from water would te a 
dieap and abundant fuel. 

“Many of tiie madiines and 
processes that could provide 
energy in a s(^ economy axe 
now almost economically com- 
petitive wifo fossil fuels,” Woil- 
dwatch said, citing windpower in 
windy areas and geothermal 
energy where it is possible to tap 
beat deep in the earth. 

But its fignies show foe cost of 
direct electricity prodnetion 
finxD the heat of sun will 
become economical only at the 
end of the century. 
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Lebanon seeks aid to mend 
economy 9 expects record 

balance of payments deficit 


BEIRUT (R) — Now Bdnifs 
guns are sflent, Ldianon needa 
large injections of Western and 
Arab afo to rebmld an economy 
shattered by IS years of dvfl 
war. Finance Mlmster AH Khalil 
said Sunday. 

“Lebanon certainly needs 
something shmlax to foe Mar- 
shall plan,” he told Renters in an 
interview, referring to the U.S. 
economic aid programme for 
Europe after World War n. 

Khalil for ecast a record ba- 
lance of payments deficit be- 
cause of the crisis over Iraq’s 
ocoqiation of Kuwait. 

“For the first time ever we 
expect a significant deficit in onr 
balance of payments this year. 
This is a <firect result of the Gulf 
erhas. Our exports, worth SI 
billion a year, are mostly sent to 
Gulf states. The flow has stop- 
ped for now.” he said. 

“Re mi tt an ces from Lebanese 
working in the Gulf have also 
diminished, depriving us of some 
$50 million per month,” he 
added. 

The first priority, gHaW said. 


-was assuring basic fiving stan- 
dards. 

“When there is shelling, a 

citizen seeks only bis safety and 
aslcB for nothing. But whra be 
feels there is security and stabil- 
ity, he asks abont water pq^, 
electricity and repairs... ixn- 
fdmnenting foe peace accord re- 
quires wifo economic 

problems,” Rialil pointed out. 

An estimated 150,000 people 
died in the civil war, winch 
erupted in 1975 and caused dam- 
age estimated at iq? to $16 bil- 
lion. 

iChaHl said Lebanon’s external 
debt was about $350 million 
while the internal (Mrt was 1,442 
bfllion L^^amese Bras ($1.8 bil- 
lion), according to November 
statistics. 

He ruled out the gov e rn m ent 
selling some of Lebanon's re- 
serves of 9.22 million ounces of 
gold to cover the debts. 

Khalil said the govesnment 
bad received no fresh Western 
or Arab aid pledges “but we are 
asking for our ri^ts”. 

“We have always urged Arab 


co untri es to pay $2 billioQ fb^ 
have pnnnised OS sinoe 1979. We 
have only received $404 million 
so fer,** he said. 

Pra para tio n s were under uay 
to set op an Arab-proposed in- 
ternatioaal iimd eaiiy next year 
to finance projeetB by fbreip 
firms to rebuild Lebffison's in- 


“Tbere have been contacts 
wifo some countries wfaidi said 
they were wiliing to contri- 
bote...,” be said, witimut iden- 
tifying them. 

To boost revenues, KhaKl 
said, the goven u nent [flaimed to 
regain control of ports which 
militias ran during foe war, col- 
lecting tiror own taxes on im- 
poits and exports. 

“Nonnally, custom duties 
represent sane 30 to 40 per cent 
of state revenue. We see very 
litfle of tins now... the govem- 
ment’s goal is to extend hs an- 
tboiify on the Lebanese coast,** 
he said. 

rimKI Miid Beirut port would 
start operating sora although its 
equipment had bem looted. 


Most U^S. banks on the edge 
of insolvency, report says 


WASHINGTON (R) — Most of 
the largest U.S. banks are on foe 
verge of banknqrtcy and the 
Federal Deposit Insonance Corp 
(FDICO do« not have enoi^ 
money to cope with tiie ooming 
crisis, aooor^g to a oongres- 
aonal study. 

In the worst-case scenario of a 
deep recession, foe PDlCs bank 
fund. Used to pay off depositors 
when b anks could lose as 
much $63 biDim from expected 
bank insolvencies over the next 
three years. 

In a mild recesaon, vinch 
some economists say has already 
arrived, foe fund still could lose 
$43 biliton, the study said. 

“This nation faces an almost 
unprecedented situation in hav- 
ing- most of its . Imgeal l^iiks 
operati n g on — or conceivably 
rover ‘^'foe edge of inaoIVeiij^,” 
the teport stated. 

9l^foont extra cash the frmd 
will have at best $28 lalfioD over 
foe next three years to pay frrr 


bank frdlnres, according to the 


*Hie key fact is that many of 
these banks not only have weak 
balance sheets by any reasonable 
standard, but they also arc high- 
ly eiqx>^ to additional de- 
terforation in their c api t a l posi- 
tions from their sognificaixt in- 
volveiiieiit in hi^i-fisk lending,’' 
it said. 

That leaves foe FDlCin much 
the same position as the savings 
and loan .insuranoe fund was in 
the 1980s — “without suffideot 
re sou rces to pay for its expected 
caseload of foiled” finan^ in- 
stitutions, the rqx>rt said. 

The thrift fund eventually col- 
lapsed, leaving the government 
and U.S. taxpayers wifo 
billioD bin for bailing out foe 
fnled. savings xad loans Jnistibx- 
tions. 


year and may need refinancuig. 
At the start of the 1989 the fiu^ 
had $13 billion. 

The study suggests the fund 
could be rqrlenished wifo a large 
injection of baxfo capital, or ^ 
increasing hs Uxie of credit at foe 
treasury from file caxieat SS 
ixlfion to $50 b illion . 

The report also said banks 
could pay higher msurance pre- 
mn^ to bolster the fund, 
aifixbu^ it warned fiiat U^ier 
premiums would push more 
weak banks into ins^ency and 
“ itrepnfa hfy harm the rest of the 

" - f9 


WilKam Sodman, who chairs 
FDlC,said that the bank frmd 
will k»e about $4 billiOD fins 


The study says federal r^qla- 
tozs have been too soft on banks 
and recommends that they 
sHould f orce shaky banks to 
strengthen by vithbohi- 

iof^Mrideads. It urged Congress 
to bring badly unded oqntal 
ihto the banldng system by 
allowing corporations to own 
banks. 


Beleaguered Polly Peck chief 
questioned by fraud officers 


LONDON (R) — Aal Nadir, 
chainnan of beleagnned fruit- 
to-dectromes cragtomeiate Fol- 
ly Fedc, was being questioned by 
police Sunday some 20 hours 
after being arrested at London 
airport. 

The millionaire businessman 
woke up in a windotriess cell in 
central London to foce question- 
ing by Serious Fraud Office 
(SFO) detectives investigating 
his collapsed boaness empire. 
Nadir was arrested Saturday af- 
ter azrivii^ finmi Tkuk^. 

Scotland Yard police and 
Nacfir*s lawyers refused to com- 
ment on vriiat the ' ibusiness- 
man, an elegant and elusive fi- 
gure bom in what is now the 
breakaway Toridsh republic in 
norfo Cyprus,” was bdi^ ques- 
tioned about. He has not been 
charged. 

“A foilfaer statement will be 
issued in doe course,” said a 
qxflDesman for Scotland Yard. 

London-based Polly Feck, 
Britain's most snooessfnl stock 
market investment of the 
has wide-ranging interests in 
Turkey and Cyprus and indudes 
the U.S.-based Del Mmte fresh 
fruit operation and Japan’s San- 
sui electronics. 

The group collapsed fiiree 
months ago after fiie SFO began 
proUng allq[ed share dealing 
irregulaiities. On Oct. 24 it was 
put in the hands of court- 
^ipointed admirnstrators. Nadir 
was to meet fiie adminjistratns 
Sunday. 

Folly Feck’s creditors are 


owed a total d £1J biDion ($2.6 
bfllioD). They agreed to adjourn 
a personal bankruptcy hearing 
until Jan. 7. 

Tracfing in the company was 
suspended oh the Londra Stodc 
Exchange on Sept. 20. 

Dnring the previous 10 years 
Nadir bad transformed Polly 
Fedc from an ailing textiles firin 
into a multi-billion-dollar 
e m pi re . A £1,000 ($2,000) in- 
vestment in 1981 wo^ have 
been worth more than £1 mfllion 
($2 million) in file stodc*S faey- 
day. 

Like many aetf-made men, 

Naffir*s unconventional bade- 

• 

ground and autocratic manage- 


ment stjde made fain 
in the caoti o os and suqricious 
badness world of the Gty of 
London. 

He said in an interview osi 
T Vnkkh television last memfo 
tiiat errors of jne^eraent may 
have cmitiibiited to ins eexn- 
pany*8 dtfficnhigM but vowed be 
woi^ bounce back. 

“1 anil not aoo^ the word s 
tint Asa Nadir is fimsbed. Asfl 
Na£r will not be finUied... yon 
can be assmed FoDy Fe^ vriD be 
in its fonner place in fiie next 
fonrtofive mouths,” Nadir said. 

“lliese axe udes vrincii do not 
wan t northern Cypns to 
velop and keep up its head.' 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED ROOF 

FOR RENT 

Located near the Baptist School. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, sitting room, German style kitchen, super deluxe 
(furniture and finishing). 

For more information Dlease contact 810464. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

A family is looking for 

— A man and his virife to work as domestic helpers at Iheir 
house. 

Also tor the same family 

A ^ngle gW is needed for the same purpose. 

Pfeaee crII; 682483 and 6693 9S . 


El Al orders 4 Boeii^ jets 

SEATTLE, Washington (AP) — El Al Israel atrlmes m de iwl 
foax Boeing jetliners worth abont $125 mflbon, Boeing «w i mnp ri»i 
airplane gro u p has 

El Al ordered two 747-lOOs and two 757-200s, and took optm on 
two more 747-lOOs. 

7 S7-2Q0s have been on order for some but w ere, 

aify announoed by the companies recently. One of the phnei 
delivered in und-Novtnnber, Bodng said. 


UNITAG TRAVEL 

We provide daily, all year round. Individual hotel 

A- 


at: 


I HOTEL DAMASCUS 
(DUO 

Intornurtlon ptoai* eentaet uk 
m a 622 M / C 7 N 24 
CinMiM eMIt BuIMIm . Abdall 



Modjjfed Honda CRX ATB, red, duty unpaid. Btcallent 
condition. • 

Price: JD 6.500 oTmo. 

699828, 

CAR FOR SALE 

INJECTION, fully equipped, model 
(6^) ^ fifwtalJic, custom duty wtp&. Price JD 

chiflna the dqr or Tol. 
(022488) In the oftor nofm. MR. ARHUI UAm 
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ANC may end talks with 


government after April 1 991 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
African National Congress 
(ANC> said Sunday it would 
oonsi(^ suspending its negotia- 
tions with the South A^can 
government unless key reforms 

were carried out by April 30, 
1991. 

A major ANC conference re- 
solved to consider breaking off 
the movement’s seven*month- 
old reform talks with Pretoria 
unless President F.W. de Klerk 
removed all obstacles to full 
negotiations on ending apartheid 

by April 30. 

The conference said the obsta- 
cles were releasing aU political 
prisoners, allowing the return of 
political exiles, repealing repres- 
sive legislation and ending 
township violence. 

Nelson Mandela’s anti- 
apartheid movement also said at 
the ANCTs first conference in- 
side South Africa in 30 years that 
because of contmuing black fac- 
tional violence it might reconsid- 
er a resumption of its armed 
struggle. 

But a resolution on this was 
not linked to the April 30 dead- 
line. 

More than 1,000 people have 
been killed in Johannesburg 
townships in battles between tbe 


Haiti makes 


another 


try at 

democracy 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (R) — In a 
climate of fear and insecurit\. 
Haitians vote in another bid to 
bring democracy to the Westc n 
hem iT-phe re's poorest and most 
backward countrv. 

.More than 5.2 million people, 
roughly yO per cent of the electo- 
rate. have registered to vote in 
general elections — the third 
since an uprising ended 29 years 
of dictatorship by the Duvalier 
family in 19S6. 

In the closing stages of the 
campaign, a grenade attack on 
supporters of the leading candi- 
date. leftist Roman Catholic 
priest Jean-Bertrand Ari.sjtide, 
killed seven p>eopie. wounded 
more than SO. and fuelled fears 
of more bloodshed on election 
day. 

Three years ago. 37 Haitians 
were gunned down or hacked to 
death as they lined up to vote. 
Human rights groups blamed the 
massacre on remnants of the 
Tontons Macoute. the sinister 
private militia formed by tbe 

late Francois “Papa Doc” Duva- 
iier and taken over by his son 
Jean-Claude. “Baby Doc.” 

Papa Doc is dead and Baby- 
Doc is in exile in the south of 
France. But the structure of 
state terror and intimidation 
they built in Haiti has not been 
completely eradicated. 

On the eve of the vote. Aris- 
tide's National Front for Change 
and Democracy sent a letter to 
the army officer in charge of 
electoral security. Colonel 
Raoul Cedras. complaining of 
iniimsdation and death threats 
against its leader. 

Evan.s Paul, a senior aide of 
Aristide, charged Saturday that 
police and military officials in 
the citv of Les Caves had told 

• m 

peasants in the area not to vote 
for the priest, savin a he wouid 
be shot dead Monday if he won. 

Officials with a foreign obser- 
ver group :ed by former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter said 
they had heard complaints about 
intimid.iiion in south Haiti and 


in iu mountainous regions. 

Carter himself, however, said 
after meeting five of the II 
candidates Saturday that there 
was “a general sense of confi- 
dence” that the vote would go 
ahead in peace. 

Folio wers of the Duvaliers' 
old order arc ted by Dr. Roger 
Lafontani. a former interior 
minister and sdf-oonfessed 
Macoutc whose presidential 
campaign came to an abrupt end 
on Nov. 5 when the electoral 
council barred him on a tech- 
nics lily. 

Lafontam lodged an unsuc- 
cessful appeal to the supreme 
court to suspend the elections. 

Aristide's chief rival in the 
race is Marc Bazin, a former 
World Bank official who says his 
economic expen ise and exten- 
sive contacts in the international 
financial community makes him 
most qualified to pull Haiti out 
of a swamp of poverty, hunger, 
ignorance and disease. 

Bazin's eieaoral programme 
lists Haiti woes in explicit and 
depressing detail. Most of bis 
compatriots, he says, have been 
too hungry to care about any- 
thing but day-to-day survival. 

According to Bazin. SO p^er 
cent of tbe population live be- 
low the poverty level set by 
international osgaaisations — 
S150 a year. 


ANC and its main rival, the 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party. 

The ANC called for mass pro- 
tests to force the government to 
end black factional war in 
townships. 


The resoultion on negotiations 
with the government said diat 
the ANCs National Executive 
Committee “serves notice on tbe 
regime that unless all the obsta- 
cles are removed on or before 
April 30. 1991. the ^C shall 
consider tbe suspension of tbe 
whole negotiation process.” 

It said: “Prior to this date, the 
ANC shall engage in a program- 
me of action, and all other 
actions, to achieve our objec- 
tives 'as quickly as possible.” 


A resolution on township vio- 
lence said: “We hereby serve 
notice on the regime that unless 
h ends this carnage the ANC will 
find it difficult if not impossible 
to adhere to tbe agreements 
entered into with the govern- 
ment...’’ 


old guerrilla campaign. 

In return the government 
agre^ to review its security leg- 
islation. which anti-apartheid 
groups say allows pobce virtually 
unfettered powers to curb block 
political activity. 

“The ANC believes that en- 
ding tbe violence should be at 
tbe top of tbe agenda of tbe 
ANC and the entire democratic 
movement.” tbe resolution said. 

The government denies 
accusations that h is helping 
Inkatha in the Sghtmg but ack- 
nowledges that tbe violence has 
slowed down its political reform 
talks with the ANC. 

President F.W. de Klerk says 
the govenunent has no interest 
in weakening the ANC and tbe 
unrest is caused simply by fac- 
tional competition between tbe 
ANC and Inkatha. 


but the committees had to en- 
sure blacks bad tiie resources to 
nndeztake mass protests. 

The ANC slightly softened an 
ODCO m pT O nrcmg stand it took 
Saturday against the iifiing of 
economic sanctions against Pre- 
toria. 


The movement asked tbe 
woiid Saturday to maintaiD all 
sanctions to punish De EQerit on 
accusations of delaying key le- 
fonns agreed in talks with ANC 
Deputy Preskfent Nelson Man- 
dela. 


It mentioned especially a 
clause of tbe “Pretoria minute” 
agreement concluded in August 
berween the ANC and the gov- 
ernment which committed the 
ANC to suspending its 30-year- 


Tbe ANC called on its military 
wing Spear of the Nation to 
participate in the formation of 
“tight and disciplined defence 
committees” to protect black 
communities ravaged by 
township violence. 

The resolution did not order 
Spear of the Nation to resume 
the armed stru ggl e that the 
movement suspended in August, 


On Sunday the movement 
passed a resolution signalling it 
uras wiHing to consider tbe eas- 
ing of sanctions provided South 
African companies stopped 
breakiDg existing bans <m ex- 

Meanwhile South Afri can 
fMlioe seized 18 AK-47 assault 
lifies Sunday at a Zulu migrant 
workers hostel in Jobannes- 
boig’s battie-scarred Tbokoza 
towmship. 

Spokesman Ruben Bloom- 
berg said police confiscated the 
rifles, an assortment of jrisiols, a 
large quantity of ammunition 
and sticks of dynamite in a raid 
on the hostel. 

Four men were arrested. 


Romanians mark first 


anniversary of uprising 


TIMISOARA. Romania (R) — 
Crowds braved icy rain in the 
western Romanian city of Timi- 
soara Sunday to mark the first 
anniversary of an uprising which 
sparked the bloodiest of Eastern 
Europe's 1989 asti-Communist 
revolutions. 

Residents carrying lighted 
candles and wreaths of flowers 
started gathering at dawn ai! 
ever tewT. :c pay homage to 
those who died in the uprising 
and formed groups to march to a 
rally on Victory Square (former- 
ly Opera Square). 

Many accused the ruling 
National Salvation Front (NSF) 
of betraying the ideals of tbe 
revolution that ousted Stalinist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. 

“It is sad to think people 
died here in Umisoara only to 
replace one lie with another he.” 
said Horia Rusu. 38. an activist 


of the opposition National 
Liberal Party. “I am afraid today 
we shall remember not only our 
dead but also a big disappoint- 
ment.” 

Tbe National Liberal Party is 
one of six parliameotaiy parties 
which formed an anti- 
government coalition Saturday. 

Ninety-seven people were kil- 
led and mote than 2(X) wounded 
during the Tunisoara uprising 
which began last Dec. 16 and led 
to the overthrow of Ceausescu in 
tbe capital on Dec. 22 and his 
execution on Christmas Day. 


China 


arrests 


underground 

priests 


More than 1,(XX) people were 
killed across tbe country during 
tbe turmoil, and opposition 
groups say tbe govenunent has 
failed to punish secret pc^cemen 
and soldiers who carried out the 
massacre in a bid to stop tbe 
uprising. 


Police launch nationwide 


PEKING (R) — China’s official 
Catholic Church has accused 
underground priests and bishops 
appointed by tbe Vatican of 
spreading heresy and confirmed 
that a number were arrested 
after bolding a secret episcopal 
conference. 


But Liu Bainian. spokesman 
for the official Chinese Catholic 
Patriotic Association, said in an 
interview China was still willing 
to establish rdatioos with the 
Vatican. 

In the Vatican Oty Saturday. 
Pope John Paul, urged Chinese 
beiievnrs not to turn their backs 
on members of Peking’s official 
church. 


hunt for escaped prisoners 


PIRAEUS. Greece (AP) — 
Police launched a nationwide 
manhunt Sunday for 66 prison- 
m who escaped from a max- 
imum security penitentiary in 
what was believed to be the 
largest single jailbreak in mod- 
ern Greek history. 

A police ^kesman said 15 of 
the 81 prisoners who broke out 
of Kotydahos prison, located in 
this port city near Athens, bad 
been arrested by noon (KXX) 
GMT). 

It was tbe largest single jail- 
break in Greek ^tory. said the 


^kesman. who asked not to be 
named. 

“There are three foreignezs in 
tbe group that we arrested, two 
Romanians and an franian who 
turned himself in.” be said. 

None of Korydallos’ 
maximum-security prisoners 
escaped, he add^. Those piis- 
ooers include convicted mo^r- 
ers. suspected terrorists and for- 
mer military dictators. 

“Prisoners like Rashid did not 
escape. Most of tbe people who 
got out are burglars and 
thieves.” he said. 


But he added: '‘The arrests of 
bishops, priests and members of 
tbe laity... lead one to think that 
there is a long way to go before 
the Catholic community on the 
mainland can pve full and open 
expression to its faith.” 

China has no official ties with 
the Vatican, which recognises 
tbe Nationalist government in 
Taiwan and continues to appoint 
bishops and priests in secret on 
the Communist mainland. 

Liu confinsed officially for 
the first time that a number were 
arrested after bolding an under- 
ground episcopal conference in 
northwestern China in Novem- 
ber of last vear. 


Brazilian ranchers get 19 
years for Mendes murder 


XAPURI. Brazil (R> — Two 
Brazilian rancbeis have been 
found guilty of the 1988 murder 
of environmentalist Chico 
Mendes. a killing that provoked 
iniernationai outrage and high- 
lighted the destruction of tbe 
Amazon rain forest. 

Dard Ahes da Silva. 23, and 
his father Darly Alves, were 
each jailed for 19 years late 
Saturday after a seven-member 
jury convicted them. 

'The verdict brought loud 
cheers fr o m 300 people who 
packed the courthouse 'in this 
town of S.OOO people in the 
remote western state of Acre. 

But defence attorney Joao 
Loceno Leal said Sun^y be 
would appeal to Acre state court 

anti was willing to take the case 
to Brazirs supreme court. 

He said that a key witness had 
been paid for his testimony. 

Mendes, murdered in this 
Amazon town on Dec. 22. 1988, 
had fought to preserve tbe rain 
forest and had made enemies 
among cattle ranchers who 
wanted to clear land for pasture. 

The younger Alves ioitially 
pleaded not guilty but changed 
his plea on the witness stand 
hours after tbe four-tiay trial 
opened Wednesday. 

“I killed Chico Mendes.” be 
told a stunned courtroom. 

The jury, which voted 6-1 to 
convict the pair, found tbe youn- 
ger Alves was acting on onfexs of 
his father, a cattle rancher in his 
early 50s who opposed Mendes’s 
efforts to stop the destruction of 
the rain forest. 

But the ranchers’ lawyer said 
key testimony by a 15-year-old 


boy who lived on the Alves farm 
had been paid for by a scho- 
larship for study in tte United 
States. He gave no further de- 
tails. 

Xn gripping testimony, the 
teenager, Genesio Ferreira da 
Silva, whose sister married 
another son of Darly ANes. said 
be beard the father plot die 
murder and testified diA ou the 
night of the killing he heard 
Dard Alves return home and tell 
bis fathen "The man is dead.” 

Tbe boy. wfao worked on tbe 
Alves ranch for seven years, had 
been in hiding since 1989 and 
testified under police guard. 

He also told the court that 
Dard Alves and his mother. 
Olod Alves, shot randomly at a 
group of rubber ta;peii in I9SS. 
Mendes was leader of the tap- 
pers. Biadlians wbo make tb^ 

living from the trees in the 
forest. 

Tbe father and sou were 

solemn-faoeti as the verdict anti 
prison terms were hanrfed down. 
The father looked straight ahead 
white the son stared at tbe floor 
as be had throu^ the trial. 

“Tbe result was just,” said 
Mardo Thomas Bastos. a lawyer 
for the prosecution. 

Julio Barbosa, leader of the 
National Rubber Tappers, caBeti 
it “a historic moment.” The trial 
was a vicuny for the vrorkisg 
dass and for the rain forest, be 
added. 

But environmentalists and bu- 
mau rights activists said that 
without land refoin: laws and an 
improved system of justice in the 
Amazon region, the rain forest 
would continue to be destroyed. 


I 


More than 30 clerics and lay 
people were arrested and three 
bishops and a priest are still in 
detention, according to Ucan. a 
Roman CatiK^c news agency 
based in Hong Kong. 

Liu declined to give details but 
added tiiat those arrested were 
guilty of founding an illegal 
organisation and had not b^n 
charged because of their reli- 
gioDS belief. 

Asked about a Ucan report 
that Bishop Hou Guoyang of 
Sichuan w'as in jail. Liu dtsmis- 
sed him as a fraud. “He is 
alieadv married and has a child. 
He has no education. He is not 
worthy of being a bishop.” 

Lhi accused pro- Vatican cler- 
ics who held mass and services in 
secret of spreading heresy and 
playing on tbe superstitious be- 
iiefr of uneducated peasants. 

“Read this prayer for 81 days 
snd you and your parents will 
never go to bell. But you must 
face Rome when you pray.” Liu 
said, describing how one 'priest' 
attracted his followers. 

Others established a heretical 

”n;other church” in Hebei pro- 
vince with a mother wox^ip 
figure and 12 female disciplri. 

'‘The underground church is 
active among peasants. They afe 
causing chaos.” Liu said. 

The Vatican has secretly 
appointed more than 20 bishops 
since the late 1970s when China 
reopened churches after the 
radical Cultural Revolution. Liu 
added. 

China was nevertheless ready 
to establish diplomatic ties with 
the Vatican provided it cut links 
with Taiwan, recognised the in- 
dependence of the Chinese 
Church and stopped appointing 
underground clerics. 

Tbe Vatican had adopted an 
even more unfriendly policy to- 
wards China after June 4 last 
year. Liu said, referring to the 
date of an army crackdown on 
the student-led democracy 
movement. 


Kohl: 


World 


expects too 

much of 


Germany 


ROME (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl is discovering that 
Germany’s new-found import- 
ance following its unification and 
the end of the cold war brings a 
whole set of headaches. 

At this weekend's summit 
meeting of European Commun- 
ity leadm in Rome. Kohl com- 
plained that he was expected to 
take the lead on a host of prob- 
lems from providing aid to the 
Soviet Union to unblocking 
deadlocked world trade talks. 


“It’s gradually becoming 
fashionable, when there are 
probleins, to say "the Germans 
should solve it.”’ he told jour- 
nalists. 

”If there is glory in it, there 
are always several of us. If tbere 
are problems, tbe field nar- 
rows.” 


TTie 60-year-oId chancellor 
has shown a new self-confidence 
on the world stage since steering 
his country to unity on Oct. 3. 
He was rewarded with a land- 
slide victory for his centre-right 
coalition in elections on Dec. 2. 

Kohl, now treated as a virtual 
equal by the leaders of the two 
superpowers, has made it clear 
be wants Germany to take more 
responsibility in international 
affairs, reflecting its new stature 
as a wealthy sovezeigu state of 78 
million people. 


At the Rome summit, howev- 
er. he looked harassed and 
worried when discussing the ex- 
pectations ocher countries had of 
Germany. His unruffled good 
humour at news conferences in 
recent months gave way to 
flashes of his old irritability. 

Ac bis final news conference 
on tbe stage of a Rome cinema 
Saturday it seemed nothing 
could please him. 


He began by insisting that a 
television cameraman should 
switch off a light because it was 
blinding him. and then remarked 
loudly to colleagues: “It’s very 
drau^ty up here.'’ 

When a journalist prefaced a 
question fay saying the world 
expected Bonn to take the initia- 
tive in resolving a row over farm 
policy between Europe and the 
United States, he snapped: 


“What I do not accept at all is 
that Germany has a leadership 
fnnetion here.” 

He was cleaiiy exasperated at 
criticism by some smaller EC 
countries of a Franco-German 
proposal on EC political union. 

“If the Germans and French 
had made no proposal, people 
would have said ‘they're sitting 
thinking only of German unity' 
or who knows what else, but 
.they're not doing their doty. 

“If we make a joint effort, 
people say ‘aha, they have impe- 
rial ambitions.' If we don't make 
a proposal, they say we are 
failures.” 


Soviet deputies to mirror 


decline of perestroika 


MOSCOW (R) — Prcsideiit 
Mikhail Goibadiev will seek to 
shore up his crumbling autbozity 
and enforce plans for a renewed 
Soviet Umon wtien its supreme 
tepslative body meets Monday. 

But tbe of Ips proUems 

will be dear from tbe start of die 
KMay Congress of People’s De- 
puties. Delegates from of 
die 15 republics axe to boycott 
most if not aU of the session, 
defying Gorbadiev’s orders the 
nuion must not ^plit. 

“Th fe congress wili be (Gor- 
bachev’s) most difiScnlt test, so 
painful for sodety aie re- 
forms proposed,” ■ Veniamin 
Yazin, a member of die Pres- 
idential Cbimdl, told tbe news- 
papcT Rabodiaya Tzibima. 

Tbe fresh and open de b at e of 
the first congress in 1989 drew a 
radio audience of millioiis but 
the approach of the fourth se^ 
sion hu awakened angry sogjtic- 
ion in a population weary of 
food shortages and bloodshed, 
the waning of perestrenka. 

The largely oonsexvative con- 
gress is eaqpected to ^iproye 
Gorbadiev’s proposals for in- 
creased pezso^ powers. Under 
the system, already ^iproved by 
the standing parliament (Sup- 
reme Soviet), a “coalition’* of 


ministers from the republics 
would answer directly to zum. 

Some radicals accuse Goi^ 
bachev of moving towards dicta- 
torsh^) but be dearies tbe.chaige 
and his record over the last few 
months suggests creeping 

lysis rather than the crack of flic 

iron fist. 

A whole scries of presidential- 
decrees, on eveiyflung from sur- 
xendcr of fllegally^bdd weapons 
to market economic reforms and 
the battle against bladcmaT- 
ket eg ri» £i have been floated or 
simply remained confined to 
paper. 

Gorbadiev plans a superv^ 
oiy b^ with rqnescntatives in 

republics and local bodies to 
eosure his future commands are 
carried out. 


But it is nndear how Moscow 
can impose fully its will in lebd- 
lious republics such as Anneiw 
and Georgia as well as the Baltic-. 
region withput resorting to 
force. 

Gorbachev urgently needs 
basic approval of his draft of a 
new union treaty regul ating rela- 
tions within a revived Soviet 
Union. Only two Central Aaan 
republics have given unqualified 
backing to the project. 


Aquino drops trade secretary 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino 
announced Sunday she had 
dropped her trade and industry 
secretary, her second major 
cabinet efaan^ in a week to 
defuse growing opposition to her 
rale. 

In a televised address, Aquino 
said she bad decided to replace 
Jose Concepcion because of 
public clamour for his removal, 
but stressed that accusations that 
Conoepdon bad used his office 
for personal gain were baseless. 

Aquino said Concepcion’s 


“resignation” would take effect 
on Jan. 2. She did not s^ vriio 
would replace him. 

On Dec. 10, Aqumo rqriaoed 
her chief-of-staff, Exeent^ 
Secretary ^talino Macaiaig, 
who had been an adviser on 
energy policies. 

Aquino laundied her cabinet 
changes — her fourth major 
revamp since she took power in 
a 1986 popular revolt — amid 
public outrage over tbe govern- 
meut’s dedaon to raise fuel 
prices by an average of 33 per 
cent. 


Bangladesh independence 
hero returns from exile 


Kohl largely won what he 
wanted by persuading the Com- 
munity to jriedge SI. 5 billion in 
aid for the Soviet Union, 
although be would have prefer- 
red more of the money to be in 
tbe form of gifts rather than 
loans. 


DHAKA (R) — A hero of 
Bangladesh’s independence 
strafe returned home from a 
15-year exfle Sunday -to a tumul- 
tuous welcome and pledged to 
help restore democracy in his 
country. 

Tens of thousands of suppor- 
ters swarmed over Dhaka Inter- 
national Airport to greet Kader 
Siddiqi — known as “the tiger”' 
for his gaerrilla exploits in th& 
1971 war against Pakistan — 
when he arrived from Calcutta 
12 days after the downfall of 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ersfaad. 

But Siddiqi's comeback could 
provoke new tensions between 
political parties and the armed 
forces, wbo have called a trace 
in th(v long-running hostilities 
since Ezshao was ousted. 

Siddiqi was sentenced in his 
absence to life imprisonment for 
the killing of an army major and 
several other soldiers in a 1975 
revolt in response to the murder 
in a military coup of President 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, who 
had led Bangladesh to independ- 
ence. 

Security forces at the airpon, 
hopelessly outnumbered by Sid- 
diqi’s supporters, made no 
attempt to arrest him but politi- 


cians say they believe some offic- 
ers will put pfessure on the high 
command to jail him. 

‘T want die abolition of a q^Sr 
tern in which people get kilted 
and tbe killers go untried,” Sid- 
diqi told the vast crowd from the 
back of track. 


He said he would not rest until 
Mujib's Idlleis were punished. 

Siddiqi said he had come back 
because “amocratic rulers” had 
gone and democracy again had a 
diance to succeed. He bore no 
ill-will to the armed forces, he 
said, but opposed officers with 
vested interest who used the 
anny for personal causes. 

“I fight this tooth and nail 
even at tbe risk of my life.” he 
said. 


Ezshad stepped down on Dec. 
4 after weeks of anti-government 
unrest in which at least 80 people 
were killed. The former military 
commander-in-chief had ruled 
since seizing power in a 1982 
coup and is now under bouse 
arrest accused of corruption and 
stealing national funds. 


Siddiqi chose to return on 
Victory Day. marking tbe sur- 
render of P^istani forces and 
the creation of Bangladesh from 
what had been East Pakistan. 


Colombia opens new hornet’s nest 


by attacking guerrilla stronghold 


BOGOTA (R) — After a lull in 
drug-relaxed violence. Colombia 
has opened a new hornet's nest 
by attacking the headquarters of 
its biggest left-wing guerrilla 
group. 

The raid touched off a week of 
violence. Colombia's worst in 
months, and shattered an uneasy 
peace that has existed since 
powerful cocaine cartels de- 
clared a trace last July in their 
bioodv war with the state. 

m 

ll also dealt a blow to hopes of 
a peace settlement with veteran 
Maixist guerrilla groups. 

More than 50 soldiers and 
guerrillas died when 2,(XH1 
troops attacked the remote 
mountain headquarters of the 
Marxist Colombian Revolution- 
ary Armed Forces (FARC) a 
week ago on Sunday. 

“The longed-for peace 
escapes when we think we are 
close to it.” the liberal El Tiem- 
po newspaper commented in an 
editorial last week. But it said 
tbe liberal govenunent had done 
everything possible to achieve 
peace wifo the FARC. 

Issuing a virtual declaration of 
war a day after tbe raid, the 
FARC vov^ to fight for a more 
just and free country and said 
the government had ruled out a 
negotiated settlement. Founded 
in 1964, it has 4, (XX) guerrillas. 

On Wednesday, a remote- 


controlled bomb exploded in 
Medellin, the main banleground 
in the drug war. Idliing seven 
policemen. An urban oeU of the 
FARC claimed responsibility. 

Two days later, guerrillas 
attacked an army patrol in the 
north, killing two soldiers, and 
blew up a bridge. On Saturday. 
FARC rebels set fire to an airlin- 
er and destroyed an airport ter- 
minal in the southwestern region 
of Putumayo. 

The guerrilla attacks coin- 
cided with an outburst of other, 
unexplained violence. Gunmen 
killed at least 24 people Satur- 
day, including 12 in a crowded 
discotheque near Medellin. 

Colombians had been encour- 
aged by signs of peace after 
months of drug-related bomb 
blasts and killings. 

Drug- traffickers said they 
would turn themselves in if the 
government modified its surren- 
der terms. One guerrilla group, 
M-19, laid down its arms last 
Mazdi and three others are hold- 
ing peace talks with the govern- 
ment. 

President Cesar Oaviria 
hoped to woo the FARC to- 
wards peace by offering it a 
place in a National Asembly 
that meets next year to zcfoizn 
the constitution. But the govern- 
ment broke oft contacts after a 
FARC attack last month. 


Gunmen kifled seven people, 
induding a police inspector, in 
an attack on a police station at 
Puerto Belgica in northern Col- 
ombia and five people died when 
hooded gunmen opened fire in a 
bar in the western town of Boli- 
var. police said. 

Interior Minister Julio Cesar 
S^bez called tbe attacks geno- 
cide said the goveinment 
was taking all possible measures 
to counter tbe violence. 

FARC gunmen destroyed a 
T9-seater airliner and blew up a 
tennh^ building at Villa Gar- 
zon Airport in the southwestern 
re^on of Putumayo Saturday, 
offidais said. 

Diego^ Orozco, a government 
ofnd^ in Putumayo, said the 
guemllas made passengers get 

Off a Brazilian-made Ban- 
deirante airliner owned by the 
private Columbian airiine Aires 
after it landed on a flirtt from 
Bogota. 

“They poured petrol in the 
plane and set it on fire. The 
plane later blew up. Then they 
dexonaied a bomb in the axiport 
tenninal,” Orozco lold local 
radio. 

The rebels painted slogans on 
wails before fleeing in two stolen 
vefodes. TTie eight passengers 
and crew were unbanned in the 
attack, which destroyed the air- 
liner. 



Critics favour 
Scorsese flim 


LOS ANGELES (Ar)—Goo^ 
fellas, Martin Scmscse’s gang, 
land film, took top honoun 
the Los Angeles Film Cd^ 
Association in voting Saturday, 
shutting out Dances Wift J 
Wolves. GoodfeDas, whicb fe^ 
tures a cast of ooloisfiil maSori 
loll with a mMbid sense of 
humour, was named best pic- 
ture, and Soozsese was as 
best d fauctor. Tweuty-eiglxt cf 
the association’s 36 print, radib 
and telev^OfD film critic mem- ' 
bezs in the Los Angdes area 
voted. Joe Pesci, who plays a 
neurotic gangster in the film, 
took best supporting actor, and 
Loiraine Bracoo won best sup- 
porting actress, hfichael 
lhaus won best dnematograpfay 
fin- the movie, wliidi critics ap- 
plauded for its eye to detail 
Dances With Wolves, Kevin 
Costner's epic about a dvil war 


in several categories, said Jerry 
Roberts, a film critic for Co^y 
New^npera. Other wirmexs in- 
cluded Jeremy Zzons, named 
best actor for tas portrayal of 
Qans Von Buiow in Reversal of 
Fortonev and Anjelica Huston, 
vriio took best actress honous 
for her roles in two films. The 
Griftns and The Witches. Re- 
versal Of Fortune also won best 
screeiq>lay. The award woic to 
Nicholas Kazan. Best fixeign 
film was Life And Nothing But, 
Bertrand Tavernier’s film set in 
postwar France. The Ciitia 
Association has given out amnia] 
awards sinoe 1^5. 


Manholes become 
maintenance holes 
in LA. 


leaves hospital 


McEnroe clashes 
with police 


BURLINGAME, Califorui 
(AP) — John McEnroe, tb 
tennis world’s notorious ba 
boy,^ apparently got as upset s 
missing a connecting fli^t t 
Hawaii as he does at misting' 
serve. McEnroe and two gat 
agents were escorted to the SaJ 
Fzaxxasoo Aiiport police statid 
after some tonefaing or bumpiuj 
crok part on botii tides, sa» 
«irp(Ht Police 5gL Gary O’Don 
nelL It was evident ab^ 
45 minutes that neither 
wanted to pursue tbe incident 
O’Donnell said. McEnroe wa 
travelling with his wife, actres 
Tatum O’Neil, their two ebS' 
dra and a nanny, O’DotukI 
sai^ McEnroe and his. party 
flying from Los Angeles, missec 
United Airlines Flight 31 fioo 
Su Francisco to Kona, Hawaft 
airline r^keswoman Do^ 
nacker said. She said tbe 
was held several mmn tes to wad 
for McEnroe and hi$ pai^- 
McEnroe was booked 
another United fii flbt to HawaS 
later in the day, she said. 


(Acer’s zelatioDsfaip wifli Sioux A 
Indians, came in a dose secood ” 


LOS ANGELES, (R) — Los 
Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley 
has banned sexist tenns from 
dty reports — leplacii^ man- 
holes witii maintenance- holes. 
“Stereo^pic words and images 
sometimes emerge throng tea- 
gnage that may inadvert en tly 
perpetuate radal, ethnic or sex- 
ual bias," Biadl^ wrote in a city 
order. Other Bradley changes: 
People or humanity for man- 
kind; staffed for manned; hus- 
band and wife for man and wife; 
chairperson for chairman; fire- 
fi^zter for firemen; police officer 
for polioexnan;'aQd workers for 
workmen. 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — Actor 
Burt Lancaster, who suffered a 
stroke two weeks ago, has left 
hoqntal and will undei^ exten- 
sive physical and speech ther- 
apy, a spokesman said Friday. 
The 77-year-old Academy 
Award-winning actor, who is 
suftexing from speech difficalties 
and weakness in his right side as 
a result of the stroke, is in “very 
good spirits,” a spokeswoman at 
the office of his publicist, Ben 
Benjamin, said. She said it 
would be three to four weeks 
before doctors know “bow soon 
he’ll be working again.” Lancas- 
ter. who was released from the 
Los Alamitos Medical Centre 
rontfa of Los Angeles, was visit- 
ing a friend at an Alriieimei’s 
di^ on Nov. 30 when he suf- 
fered fais stroke. The actor, wfao 
won an Oscar for his role as 
Elmer Gantry in tbe 1946 movie 
of the same name, hart quadru- 
ple bypass heart surgery several 
years ago. 
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